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Raphael A few years younger than Michelangelo, Raphacl (rah fah BL)
(1483-1520) was widely admired both for his artistic talent. and “his sweet
‘and gracious nature Raphael studied the works of the great masters but
developed his own stylo of painting that blended Christian and classical
styles. He is probably best known for his tonder portrayals of the
Madonna, the mother of Jesus. In The School of Athens, Raphael pictured
an imaginary gathering of great thinkers and scientists, including Plato,
Aristotle, Socrates, and the Arab philosopher Averroés. With typical
Renaissance selfconfidence, Raphael included the faces of Michelan-
gelo, Leonardo—and himself

& Checkpoint How were Renaissance ideals reflected in
the arts?

Leonardo eagery explored perpective
in bis mural The Last Supper. He uses
converging ines, ke those shown
below, 0 create  vishing point. This
vanishing point draws the vewer’s eye
tothe space above Jesus,and ives
the painting the llusion of

space and depth,
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Thinking Critically

1. Apply Information Why was the
invention o erspecive necessary for
atsts to achieve reaism in paining?

2. Analyze Visuals What other
techniquesbing the eye o the
centrl figure of besus i The Last
Supper?
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)) Writing for a New Society

talian writers reflected the trademark Renaissance curisity and inter.
estin the humanities. Humanists and histarians wrote works o philoso-
phy and scholarship. Other writers developed & literature of guidebooks
o help ambitious men and women who wanted to achieve success in the
Renaissance world

Castiglione’s Ideal Courtier The most widely read of
I the mid-15005, these handbooks was The Book of the Courtier. Its author,
GiorgioVasariwrotea | Baldassare Castiglione (kahs teel YOH nay), describes the
biogaphy of Leonardo | manners, skils lcarning, and virtues that  member of the
davin whosesell- | court should have. Castiglione’s ideal courtir was a well
porits shown hre Why i Leonrda d Vi educated, wellmanmered aristocrat who mastered many
cescred ooy 3 n deal “Reisanceman'1 Se1ds,fora oty to aatic to spote
Castiglione’s deal differd for men and women, The idesl
man, he wrat, is athletic bt not overactie. He s good at
ames, but not  gamblr. He plays o musial instrament
and knows literature and history but is not arrogan. The
ideal woman offers a balance to men. She is gracoful and
kind, lively but reserved. She is beautiful, “for outer beauty,”
wrote Castiglone, s the truo sign ofinner goodnoss.”

Fniiveenes
§8sometines,insupematua fshion, besuy gac,
and aent re uniedbeyond messre inonesinge
person....This wasseen b llmankin nLeonardo
G5 Vini .50 gestwas i g, and such s
qrowth,tht o whatever difclies he umed i
min,he soved them vith e, hm s great
bodily strength ... with a spirit and courage ever Machiavelli's Successful Prince Niccolo Machiavelli
rojland mgnaimous an the fameof s name o |  (mabl oo uh VEL. o0) ot a guide for rulers o how to gain
inreased,thatno nlyn s feime washe eldin |  and maintain power. Unlike ancient writers such as Flato,
csteem, bt i reputation bcame even greater Machiavelli did not discuss leadership in terms of
among posterty fe s death?) g o high deals. nstead, his book The Prince looked at rel rul-
ors i an ago of ruthless power poltis. Machiaveli stressed
that the end justfies the means. He urged ralers to use
whatover methods were necessary to achiove thei goals.
Machiavelli saw himself as an enemy of opprossion and corruption,
but critcs attacked his cynical advice. In fact, the term “Machiavellian®
came to refer to the use of decet n poltice) Later studenis of govern
ment, however, argued that Machiaveli provided  ealiti look at pol.
tics. His work continues to spark debate because it raises mportant
ethical questions sbout the natare of government and the use of pawer

@ Checkpoint How did Renaissance writings express realism?
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Vasari designed the Ufiz Gallery inFlorence,
which houses hisself-potai.
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An Artist Becomes a Biographer
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The Renaissance in Italy

Objectives

= Descrbe the characterstics of the Renaissance
and understand why it began i Haly.

= Icentily Renaissance artist and explain how
e ideasaffected the ats ofthe perid,

« Understand how writers o the time adressed
Renaisance themes,

Terms, People, and Places

humanism Leonardo
humanities Nichelangelo
Petarch Raphael

Florence. Baldassare Castigione
paton Niceolo Machiavell
perspective

Note Taking

Reading Skil: Identify Main deas Asyou rcad,
ceate an outine ke the one below o record main
ideas about th talan Reassance.

1 ot was the Renissance?
AA changingworkdew
I
2
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A new age had dawned in Western Europe, given expression by
remarkable artists and thinkers. Buropeans called this age the
Renaissance, meaning “rebirth.” It began in the 1300 and reached
its peak around 1500, The Renaissance marked the transition
from medieval times lo the early modern world.

What Was the Renaissance?

The Renaissance was a time of creativity and great change in
‘many areas—political, social, economic, and cultural. It marked a
slow shift from an agricultural to an urban society, in which trade
assumed greater importance than in the past. It was also a time
when creative thinking and new technology let people comprehend
and describe their world more accurately:

A New Worldview Evolves During the Renaissance, creative
minds set out to transform their own age. Their era, they felt, was
a time of rebirth after what they saw as the disorder and disunity
of the medieval world

Renaissance thinkers had a reawakened interest in the clas
cal learning of Greece and Rome, which medieval scholars had
preserved. They continued to use Latin as the language of the
Church as well as for scholarship. Yet they produced new attitudes
toward culture and learning. Medieval scholars had focused more
on religious beliefs and spirituality. In contrast, Renaissance
thinkers explored the richness and variety of human experience in





image2.png
the here and now. At the same time, society placed a new emphasis on
individual achievement. Indeed, the Renaissance ideal was a person with
talents in many fields.

A Spirit of Adventure The Renaissance supported a spirit of adven-
ture and a wide-ranging curiosity that led people to explore new worlds
or to reexamine old ones. Navigators who sailed across the ocean, scien-
tists who looked at the universe in new ways, and writers and artists
who experimented with new forms and techniques all shared that spirit,
In part, that spirit of adventure came from a new view of man himself.As
Italian thinker Pico della Mirandola asserted in 1486: “To [man] it is
granted to have whatever he chooses, to be whatever he wills™

Expressing Humanism At the heart of the ltalian Renais-
sance was an intellectual movement known as humanism.
Humanists studied the classical culture of Greece and Rome,
but used that study to increase their understanding of their
awn times. Though most humanists were pious Chritians,
they focused on worldly subjects rather than on the rligious
issues that had occupied medieval thinkers. Humanists
believed that education should stimulate the individual’s cre-
ative powers. They emphasized the humanities—subjects such
a5 grammar, rhetoric (the study of using language effectively)
poetry, and history—that had been taught in ancient Greek and
Koman schools.

Francesco Petrarch (PEE trahrk), a Florentine who lived in the
13005, was an carly Renaissance humanist, poet, and scholar. He
assembled a library of Greck and Roman manuscripts in monasteries
and churches. In later years his efforts and those of others encouraged by
his example enabled the works of Cicero, Homer, and Virgil to again
become known to Western Europeans

@ Checkpoint What were the main characteristics of the Renaissance?

Italy: Cradle of the Renaissance

The Renaissance began in taly. Over the next hundred years it spread to
the rest of Europe, eventually transforming the entire Western world.
Ttaly was the place where the Renaissance emerged. for several reasons,

Italys History and Geography Renaissance thinkers had a new
interest in ancient Rome. Italy had been the center of the Roman empire,
and people could study its art and architecture, The Roman Catholic
Church, based in Rome, supported many artists and scholars

Tialy’s location on the Mediterranean Sea also encouraged trade with
the Muslim world just across the sca. Ships carrying a variety of goods
docked at Ttaly's many ports. Banking, manufacturing, and merchant
networks developed to support trade.Iialian merchants ld the growth of
trade across Europe during the late Middle Ages. Trade provided the
wealth that focled Haly's Ren:

Trade rautes also carried new ideas that were important in shaping
the Renaissance. Muslim scholars had preserved and developed the sci-
entific and technical knowledge of ancient Greece and Rome, which had
been forgotien in medieval Europe. Contact through trade gave ltaly
access to the Muslim world's wealth o knowledge.

Michelangelo's David
Wichelangelosculpted his masterpiece
Davidoutof a block of mare et over
from another sculpure. Completed in
1504 the tatue was commissioned to
express the power and stength of
Forence.

Vocabulary Builder
‘comprehend—(kahm pree HEND) 1.
understand take in
emerge —(es MURI) . develop:rise
from; become known
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Italy’s Vibrant City-States Unlike the kingdoms of
most of the rest of Europe, ltaly was divided into many
smal city-states. Each Italian city-state was controlled by
a powerful family and dominated by a wealthy and powe
ful merchant class. These merchant. families exerted both
political and economic leadership, and their interest in art
and emphasis on personal achievement helped to shape the
Ttalian Renaissance.

‘The Medici (MED uh chee) family of Florence, for exam-
ple, ranked among the richest merchants and bankers in
Europe. Cosimo de’ Medici gained control of the Florentin
government in 1434, and the family continved as
wncrowned rulers of the city for many years. Cosimo's
grandson Lorenzo, known as “the Magnificent,” repre-
sented the Renaissance ideal. A clever politician, he held
Florence together during dificult times in the late 14005
He was also a generous patron, or financial supporter, of
the arls. AL Lorenzo's invitation, poets and philosophers
frquently visited the Medici palace. Artsts learned their
craft by sketching ancient Roman statues displayed in the
Medici gardens.

The Medicis® great wealth and influence transformed
Florence. Perhaps more than any ther city it came to sym-
bolize the energy and brilliance of the lialian Renaissance
Like the ancient ity of Athens, it produced a dazzling
number of gifted poets, artists, architects, schlars, and scientists in @
relatively short span of time.

Halian Bankers

This aining fom the 14005 depict 2
picl sene i a aln baning
Hous. o s the weahth ofth Ganker ¥ Checkpoint Why was ftaly a favorable setting for the Renaissance?
Showun i his image?
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Renaissance Art Flowers

The Renaissance attained its most glorious expression in its paintings,
sculpture, and architecture, Wealthy patrons, popes, and princes played
a major role in this artistic flowering. Ordinary people—who were begin-
ning o appreciate human experiences not related to the Church—also
played a role.

Reflecting Humanist Thought Renaissance art reflected the ideas of
humanism. Like artists of the Middle Ages, Renaissance artists por-
trayed religious themes. However, they often set religious figures such as
Jesus and Mary against classical Greek or Roman backgrounds. Painters
also produced portraits of well-known figures of the day, reflecting the
humanist interest in individual achievement. Renaissance artists stud-
ied ancient Greok and Roman works and revived many classical forms

The sculptor Donatello, for example, created a lifesize statue of a sodier
on Rorseback. It was the first. such figure done since ancient times.

Using New Artistic Techniques Roman art had been very realistic,
but in medieval times art became much more stylized. Renaissance
painters returned to the realism of classical times by doveloping now
techniques for representing both humans and landscapes. In particular,
the rules of perspective allowed Renaissance artists to create realistic
art. By making distant objects smaller than those close Lo the viewer, art-
ists could paint scenes that appeared three-dimensional.
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Political Europe About 1500
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Other techniques ensbled Renaissance artists o give their work
) enersy and realiom. Renaissance paintes used shading to make objects

look round and real, and new il paints to reflect light. Painters and @ ete
sculptors also studied human anatomy and drew from observing 1ive | 3. identify Whichrepublic conrolled
models. As a result, they were able to portray the human body much Crete? Whichkingdom controlled
‘more aceurately than medieval artists had done. Siciy?

Architecture: A “Social Art" Architecture was transformed in | 3 APPIY Information Why were so
Renaissance Italy. Architect Leon Alberti described architecture as a many banking centers located in
“social art,” meant to blend beauty with utility and improvement of soci- aly?

ety. Architects rejected the Gothic style of the late Middle Ages as disor-
derly. Instead, they adapted the columns, arches, and domes that had
been favored by the Grecks and Romans. For the cathedral in Florence,
Filippo Brunelleschi (broo nay LAYS kee) created a majestic dome, which
he modeled on the dome of the Pantheon in Rome. Like other Renais-
sance artists, Brunelleschi was mulitalented. He studied art and sculp-
ture with Donatello and was an accomplished engincer, inventing many
of the machines used to construct his dome,
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1519) had an endless curiosity that fed a genivs for invention. He made
sketches of nature and of models in his studio, and dissected corpses to
learn hosw bones and muscles work. As a result, Leonardu’s paintings
grip people with their realism. The Mona Lisa is a portrait of a woman
whose mysterious smile has baffled viewers for centuries. The Last
‘Supper, showing Jesus and his apostles on the ight before the cruci-
fixion, is both a moving religious painting and a masterpiece of per-
spective, Because Leonardo experimented with a new type of paint,
much of The Last Supper decayed over the years. However, it has
recntly been restored.

Leonardo thought of himself as an artist. Yot his talents and
accomplishments ranged over many areas, including botany,
anatomy, optics, music, architecture, and engineering. He made
sketches for flying machines and undersea boats centuries
befure the first airplane or submaring was actually built
Though most of his paintings are lost today, his many note-
books survive as a testament to his genius and creativity.

@) Leonardo da Vinci Artist Leonardo da Vinei (duh VIN chee) (1452

Michelangelo Artist Michelangelo Buonarroti (1475
1564),like Leonardo, had many talents—he was a sculp-
or, engineer, painter,architect, and poet. Michelangelo
has been called a “melancholy genius’ because his
work reflects his many life-long spiritual and
artistie struggles. In his twenties, he created
marble masterpieces such as David and the

INFOGRAPHIC

The Biseovery of Perspective

Betore the 1005, anists i not know how o create perspective o the techigue
of showing distant objects on fat sufacesthe way the ey actualy ses them. The
discovey o perspective revoutionized at. Using simple geometry,Renaissance
artistscould for the firsttime reproduce wha ther eyes actualy sav.

Brunellesch s redited with invent:
ing perspective His many stucies (f)
elped him cesign Foence's Duomo,
completed in 1436, At 185 fee (56 m)
High it s the argest domed
structure bl sinc AD.125.

At Leon Albert refined Bruneleshis idess,
He wrote baoks explinin the rues of perspective,
and developed the “pespective net” (ighl.

To show perspectiv,the artistlooks over an
eyepiece and through the et at a model (ar rihl.
Then he reprocces theoutines of the mocelon
paper with rids coresponding o those on the net.





