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Vasari designed the Ufiz Gallery inFlorence,
which houses hisself-potai.

A detal from the Uffi

WITNESS HISTORY w9 o0

An Artist Becomes a Biographer
101546, young arst named Gorgio Vasar
dine at the Carcinas esicnce n Rome. The
comversaton umed o the amazing atisic
achievement ofRenaissance il Vasai ecided
10 record 3 tibute ol the imartant lan
artists who hd conrbuted tothis remarkaby
aetivetime perod. Four year e Vo
publishec s book Lives o the ostEminent
Paitrs,Sculptos, and Archiecs At
“Renassance man” — he was an able pinter
and architet a5 well s  wrter—Vasari o
becme a biogragher en hisorian of is e
Focus Question What wer the idess o the
Renassnce, and how i o atists and
witers e thse ol

The Renaissance in Italy

Objectives

= Descrbe the characterstics of the Renaissance
and understand why it began i Haly.

= Icentily Renaissance artist and explain how
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« Understand how writers o the time adressed
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A new age had dawned in Western Europe, given expression by
remarkable artists and thinkers. Buropeans called this age the
Renaissance, meaning “rebirth.” It began in the 1300 and reached
its peak around 1500, The Renaissance marked the transition
from medieval times lo the early modern world.

What Was the Renaissance?

The Renaissance was a time of creativity and great change in
‘many areas—political, social, economic, and cultural. It marked a
slow shift from an agricultural to an urban society, in which trade
assumed greater importance than in the past. It was also a time
when creative thinking and new technology let people comprehend
and describe their world more accurately:

A New Worldview Evolves During the Renaissance, creative
minds set out to transform their own age. Their era, they felt, was
a time of rebirth after what they saw as the disorder and disunity
of the medieval world

Renaissance thinkers had a reawakened interest in the clas
cal learning of Greece and Rome, which medieval scholars had
preserved. They continued to use Latin as the language of the
Church as well as for scholarship. Yet they produced new attitudes
toward culture and learning. Medieval scholars had focused more
on religious beliefs and spirituality. In contrast, Renaissance
thinkers explored the richness and variety of human experience in
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the here and now. At the same time, society placed a new emphasis on
individual achievement. Indeed, the Renaissance ideal was a person with
talents in many fields.

A Spirit of Adventure The Renaissance supported a spirit of adven-
ture and a wide-ranging curiosity that led people to explore new worlds
or to reexamine old ones. Navigators who sailed across the ocean, scien-
tists who looked at the universe in new ways, and writers and artists
who experimented with new forms and techniques all shared that spirit,
In part, that spirit of adventure came from a new view of man himself.As
Italian thinker Pico della Mirandola asserted in 1486: “To [man] it is
granted to have whatever he chooses, to be whatever he wills™

Expressing Humanism At the heart of the ltalian Renais-
sance was an intellectual movement known as humanism.
Humanists studied the classical culture of Greece and Rome,
but used that study to increase their understanding of their
awn times. Though most humanists were pious Chritians,
they focused on worldly subjects rather than on the rligious
issues that had occupied medieval thinkers. Humanists
believed that education should stimulate the individual’s cre-
ative powers. They emphasized the humanities—subjects such
a5 grammar, rhetoric (the study of using language effectively)
poetry, and history—that had been taught in ancient Greek and
Koman schools.

Francesco Petrarch (PEE trahrk), a Florentine who lived in the
13005, was an carly Renaissance humanist, poet, and scholar. He
assembled a library of Greck and Roman manuscripts in monasteries
and churches. In later years his efforts and those of others encouraged by
his example enabled the works of Cicero, Homer, and Virgil to again
become known to Western Europeans

@ Checkpoint What were the main characteristics of the Renaissance?

Italy: Cradle of the Renaissance

The Renaissance began in taly. Over the next hundred years it spread to
the rest of Europe, eventually transforming the entire Western world.
Ttaly was the place where the Renaissance emerged. for several reasons,

Italys History and Geography Renaissance thinkers had a new
interest in ancient Rome. Italy had been the center of the Roman empire,
and people could study its art and architecture, The Roman Catholic
Church, based in Rome, supported many artists and scholars

Tialy’s location on the Mediterranean Sea also encouraged trade with
the Muslim world just across the sca. Ships carrying a variety of goods
docked at Ttaly's many ports. Banking, manufacturing, and merchant
networks developed to support trade.Iialian merchants ld the growth of
trade across Europe during the late Middle Ages. Trade provided the
wealth that focled Haly's Ren:

Trade rautes also carried new ideas that were important in shaping
the Renaissance. Muslim scholars had preserved and developed the sci-
entific and technical knowledge of ancient Greece and Rome, which had
been forgotien in medieval Europe. Contact through trade gave ltaly
access to the Muslim world's wealth o knowledge.

Michelangelo's David
Wichelangelosculpted his masterpiece
Davidoutof a block of mare et over
from another sculpure. Completed in
1504 the tatue was commissioned to
express the power and stength of
Forence.

Vocabulary Builder
‘comprehend—(kahm pree HEND) 1.
understand take in
emerge —(es MURI) . develop:rise
from; become known
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Italy’s Vibrant City-States Unlike the kingdoms of
most of the rest of Europe, ltaly was divided into many
smal city-states. Each Italian city-state was controlled by
a powerful family and dominated by a wealthy and powe
ful merchant class. These merchant. families exerted both
political and economic leadership, and their interest in art
and emphasis on personal achievement helped to shape the
Ttalian Renaissance.

‘The Medici (MED uh chee) family of Florence, for exam-
ple, ranked among the richest merchants and bankers in
Europe. Cosimo de’ Medici gained control of the Florentin
government in 1434, and the family continved as
wncrowned rulers of the city for many years. Cosimo's
grandson Lorenzo, known as “the Magnificent,” repre-
sented the Renaissance ideal. A clever politician, he held
Florence together during dificult times in the late 14005
He was also a generous patron, or financial supporter, of
the arls. AL Lorenzo's invitation, poets and philosophers
frquently visited the Medici palace. Artsts learned their
craft by sketching ancient Roman statues displayed in the
Medici gardens.

The Medicis® great wealth and influence transformed
Florence. Perhaps more than any ther city it came to sym-
bolize the energy and brilliance of the lialian Renaissance
Like the ancient ity of Athens, it produced a dazzling
number of gifted poets, artists, architects, schlars, and scientists in @
relatively short span of time.

Halian Bankers

This aining fom the 14005 depict 2
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Hous. o s the weahth ofth Ganker ¥ Checkpoint Why was ftaly a favorable setting for the Renaissance?
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