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Organisation

Research has shown that organisation creates 2 lasting memory. No conscious
processing needs to take place. Mandler (1967) demonstrated this by giving

participants a pack of 52 picture cards, each printed wi

a word. Participants

sorted the cards into piles, using between two and seven categories, according to

any system they wished. They repeated the sorting
until they had assigned all the words to the same
categories on two different attempts at sorting. If
anyone was still trying to achieve this after 1% hours
they were excluded from the experiment! Most
participants took about six sorts to gain 95%
consistency. At this point they were given an
unexpected free recall est. Mandler found that recall
was poorest for those who had decided to use only
two categories, and best for those who used seven
categories. According to Mandler, those participants
who used several categories in sorting were imposing
more organisation on the list than were those who
used only a few, concluding (p.328) that “memory
and organisation are not only correlated, but
organisation is a necessary condition for memory™.

8 Activity: You can demonstrate that organisation aids
memory by constructing two fsts o the same words.
List 1 will e a categorised word lst containing a
number of words belonging to several categories (e.g.
four-footed animals, sport, lowers, artices of
furniture). List 2 willconsist of the same words but
presented in a randor order (e9. golf, rose, at, tennis,
camation, and 50 on). To avoid bias you should allocate

participants to conditions (ist 1 or lst 2) on a random

basis. Give the a set time to study the lst. After an
interval (they could count backwards in threes to
prevent rehearsal), give them a test of free recall. You
should find that the participants in condition 1 were
able to recall more words than those in contion 2 and
that the words were recalled category by category. The.
‘experiment shows how organisation aids memory.




