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Lous X rides 3 powerfal
Hore, displaying his
svength and blies

Ll e e

ife at Versailles

Atversales,the palace court of Lo X e
tevoled arcund he kg, Nobles wated days o
weeksfor the honr of atecingthe king e he
ciessedor bthed.Everyevening the king was ot
the cente ofaavshenterainment folowed by 2
Supperof dozens ofih dishes The eborate and
extavagan s that govemed e at cout
masked 3 very seiouspupose—they were a ay
for Louis XV to control eery asectof cout e
and ensure s absolute authorty.

Focus Question How did France become the
Ieading pwier ofEurope ncer the absolte e
of ous XV?

France Under Louis XIV
s @),

+ Understand how Henry IV rebil Froncesfer
thewars ofeligon.

« Explain how Luis XV became an absole
monarch.

« Descrbe how Versales was  symbolof
1ol power

gty Lowis IV succeses and fiues

In the last half of the fitcenth century, France enjoyed a period of
peace. Aftr driving out the English, the French kings were able to
Soldify their power within their own realm. But in the 15005,
rivalry with Charles V of Spain and then religious coflct plunged
the kingdom into tarmoil.

Henry IV Restores Order

In the late 15008 France was torn apart by trbulent wars of rel-
sion. A century later, France was a sirons;, unified nation-siate
ruled by the most powierful monarch in Europe.

Religious Strife From the 15605 to the 1590s, rligious wars
betsween the Catholic majority and French Protestants, called
Huguenots (700 guh nahs), tore France apart. Leadors on both
sides used the strie to urther their own ambitions.

The worst incident began on St. Bartholomerw's Day (a Catholic
holiday), Augst 24, 1572, While Huguenot and Cathalic nobles were
gathered for a royal wedding, a plot by Catholic royals led to the
massacre of 3,000 Huguenots. In the next few days, thousands more.
were slaughtered. For many, the St. Bartholomew’s Day Massacre.
symbolized the complete breakdown of order in France.

Terms, People, and Places.
Huguenots intenant

Hemy JeanBaptiste Cobert
Editof Nantes Versiles

Carial Ricnlles  fevée

Lous XV balance o power

Note Taking

Reading Skill:dentify Supporting Details As
you ead about te e of Louis XV and how he
Stengthened the monarchy use 3 conceptweb
ke the one elow o record deais that sopport
the main deas n this secton.Add s many crcls
asyouneed

Bringing Peace to a Shattered Land In 1589, a Hugucnot
prince inherited the French throne as Heney IV. For four years
 Henry fought against fierce Cathlic apposition to gain control of
France. Finall, to end the conflict, he converted to Catholicism.
“Paris s well worth a Mass” he is supposed to have said. To pro-
tect Protestants, however, in 1598 he issued the Edict of Nantes
 ranting the Huguenots religious toleration and other frecdoms.
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Henry IV then set out to repair France, His goal, he said, was not the
victary of one scet over another, but *a chicken in cvery pot'—a good Sun-
day dinner for cvery peasant. Under Henry, the government reached into
cvery area of French life. Royal offcials administered justice, improved
roads,builtbridges, and resived agricalture. By building the roval bureau-
eracy and reducing the influence of nables, Henry IV laid the foundations
on which future French monarchs would build absolute power:

Cardinal Richelieu Strengthens Royal Authority When Henry IV
was lalled by an assassin in 1610, bis nine-year-old son, Louis XIIL,
inberited the throne. For a time, nobles reasserted their pover. Then, i
1624, Louis appointed Cardinal Richeliew (reo shul v00) as his chief
minister. This cunning, capable leader devoted the next 18 years to
strengthening the central government,

Richelicu sought to destroy the porver of the Huguenots and nobles—
o groups that did not bow to royal authority. Although he allowed the
Huguenots to practice their religion, he smashed their walled cities and
outlawved their armics. Likewise, he defeated the private armies of the
nables and destroyed their fortifid castles, While reducing their inde-
pendence, Richelicu tied the nobles to the king by giving
them bigh posts at court o in the royal army.

Rickelieu also handpicked his able successor, Cardinal Maz-
arin (ma za TAN). When five-year old Louis XIV inherited the
throne in 1643, the year afler Richelieu's death, Mazarin was
in place (o serve as chiof minister. Like Richelieu, Mazarin
worked tirelessly to extend royal pover.

@ Checkpoint  Whatrights did the Edictof Nantes extend
to Huguenots?

An Absolute Monarch Rises

Soon after Louis XIV became king, disorder again swept
France. In an uprising called the Fronde, nobles, merchans,
peasans, and the urban poor cach rcbelled in arder to pro-

test royal power or preserve their own. On one oceasion, iot-
s drove the boy king from his palace. It was an experience
Louis would never forget. When Mazarin died in 1661, the
20.year-old Louis resolved o take complote contrul over the
government bimsell T have been pleased to entrust the gov-
ornment of my affais to the late Cardinal" he declared. “Itis
Row time that I govern them mysell™

“I Am the State” Like his great-grandfather Philip If of
Spain, Louis XIV firmly helieved in his divine right to rule.
He took the sun as the symbol of bis absolute power. Just as
the sun stands . the center of the solar system, he argued,
<0 the Sun King stands at the conter of the nation. Louis is
often quoted as saying, “Létat, st moi” (lay TAH seh MWAI),
which in English translates as T am the state”

During his roign, Louis did not once call a meating of the
Estates General, the medieval council made up of represena-
taves of all Fronch social classes.In fact, the Estates General
@id not met botween 1614 and 1759, Thus, the Estates Gen-
eral played no role in checking royal power.

Cardinal Richelieu
Avmand Richelieu's (1585-1642) parents expected
gt things fom im.They even invted the king of
Fance to ttend Amand's istening, pomisng
that someday e would b aeaderofFance

The young boy lso aspied o greatoess as he
was groning up. A frst, he eceived traning to
become a disapined and autorative miftary
ofcer Then, at s famiy’s requet he swithed
direction.Atage 17 he began traiing {0 become a
bishop in the Cathlic Church. The path vas
iferent but th purpose was th same o become
aleader and to seee the monarch.

Over the next 40 years, Amand Richleu rose to
th ighest evls of authrty n both rligaus nd
polcal cicls, He became the true power behind
the thone of King lous XL What
characteristis of Richelieu does the artist
portray in ths painting?
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Louis XIV Strengthens Royal Power Louis spent many hours cach
day attending to government afairs.To strengthen the state, he folloved
the policies of Richelieu. He expanded the bureaucracy and appointed
intendants, roval offcials who collected tases, reeruited soldiers, and
carried out his policies in the provinces. These and other goverament
jobs often went to wealthy middlc-class me. In this way Louis comented
his tcs with the middle lass, thus checking the power of the nobles and
the Chureh. The king also buill the French army into the strongest in
Europe. The state paid, fed, trained, and supplicd up to 300,000 soldiers.
Louis used this highly disciplined army to enforce his polcies at home
and abroad.

Colbert Builds France's Finances Lous’s brilliant finance mivister,
Jean-Baptiste Colbert (kohl behr), imposed mercantilist policies to
bolster the ceonomy: He had new ands clared for farming, encouraged
‘mining and other basic industrics, and built up luxury trades such as
Incemaling. To protect French manufacturers, Colbert put high tarills on
imported goods. Ho also fostered oversoeas colonics, such as New France
in North America and several colonies in India, and regulated trade with
the colonies to enrich the royal treasury. Colberts policies helped make
France the wealthicst state in Europe. Yet not even the financial genius
of Colbert could produce enough income to support the huge costs of
Louiss court and bis many forcign wars.

@ Checkpoint Why did Louis IV choose thesun as his symbal?

Versailles: Symbol of Royal Power

In the countryside near Paris, Louis XIV torned a sopal busting lodge
oo the smmense palace of Versailles (ver 51). He spared

o expense to make it the most magnificent building in

The Sun King develope i plasophy of bsolutam
with th hep of a billant ishop named Jacaues
Bénigne Bossuet(1627-1704).Inhs wriings Bossuet
argued ha the Bible shows that a monarch ules by the.
wilof Go. Therfor,oppostio t the monarch s a i
Bossuet als blieved ha,although he monarch should
ule sbsalutey,twas God'swil that e orsheactonly
thebest iterest o the naton. According to Bossuet,
what s the role of a king?

6T oyl pover s absout... T pinc e e

Without s

deraccauntof is acts o 1 ane.
absolute uthory [nel could nethr dogood nor
teptes L. s ncessary that is power b such tht

20 one can hope 0 escape im.... e prince .. .
ot regarded 3 3 prvate person: e s 2 publc per-
Sonage,all e state s n i the wil of  the ol
isincuded in is. s ll pefection and al tength are
united in God, 5 al the power of indviduas s unted
inthe person o the prince 7

—Bishop Jacaues Béigne Bossuet, “olfcs

Drown fomthe Very Wordsof Scrpre” 1679

Europe. Its halls and salons displayed the finest paintings
and statues, and they glitiored with chandcliers and mir-
rors. In the oyal gardens, millions of flowers, trees, and
fountains were set out in precise geometric patierns. Ver
sailes became the perfect symbol of the Sun King's wealth,
‘and power. As both the king’s home and the seat of govern:
ment, it housed nobles,offcials, and servants.

Conducting Court Ceremonies Lavis XIV perfected
claborate ceremonics that emphasized bis osn importance.
Each day hegan in the king's bedroom with a major ritual
known as the levée (Ish VAY), or rising. High-ranking
Robles competed for the honor of holding the roal washba-
sin or handing the king his diamond-huckled shoes. At
pight, the ceremony was repeated in reverse. Wives of
nobles vied to attend upon women of the royal family.

Rituals such as the levée sorved a serious purpose.
French nobles were descendants of the feudal lords who
held power in medival imes. At iberty on their estates,
these nobles were a threat to the power of the monarchy:
By luring nobles to Versaille, Louis turned them into court.
fers angling for privileges rather than rival wasriors battling
for power. His tactic warked because he carcfully protected
their prestige and left them exempt from paying taxes.
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LiFE IN FRANCE IN THE 16008

i o surpris that the e ofLvis XV s cenrl to French istry:Historians and
sodal oservrs wrofe volumes about this arerthan e king,an buikings ke
Versles surveaststaments o i egacy. et the vast maory f Fench people
werenotnobls,and neve et fot i Vrsalks, They performed arious obs, from
arsan, o sode, to merchant. Rather thanfancy bill,they enjoed sret plays and
cockfigts Many were peasans, g hardand simple ives nthe countyside, All of
thes people paid heay tarestht supportec the nobles lavish festyles

A noblesoman i ress n the romantic stleof  Women i th lower classes, e the woman
the me. frnch monarchsused Versalles Hall o belw, might have been ik vorkers st
Miors, i the background abov,for polcl and  vendors,ormais for bl failes. I the
sodal ceremonies,Inth foreground s richy  background,French vilagrstend vestocc
embradered bag that a noble may have owned.  and wash dothes.

Thinking Critically

1. Draw Inferences Read the auotation.Judgng from
the quotation, whatis the speakers view o the
iferences between nobies and commoners?

2. Draw Condusions Why are th e of nobes nd
Toyaly beter documente than those of ommoners?
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Patronizing the Arts The king and his court supported a “splendid
contury” of the arts. Tho age of Louis XIV came to bo known as the classi-
cal age of French drama. In painting, music, architeeture, and decorative
arts, French styles became the model for all Europe. A new form of dance
drama, ballet, gained its fist great popularity at the French court, As a
leading patran of culture, Louis sponsared the French Academies, which
et high standards for both the arts and the sciences.

@ Checkpoint. How did Louis XIV secure support from the nobility?

A Strong State Declines
Lovis XIV ruled France for 72 sars—far longor than any oher morarch. A

Vocabulary Builder the end of Louis'sreign, France was the strongest state in Europe, However,
erode—too Rorm) 5 wear awayor Some of Louiss decisions eventually caused Frances prosperity o erade.
Gintegrate

Waging Costly Wars Louis XIV pourcd vast resources into wars
meant to expand Fronch borders. However,rival rulers joined forces to
chock those ambitions, Led by the Dutch or the English, these alliancos
fought to maintain the halance of power. The goal was to maintain &
distribution of military and cconomic posser among Eutopean nations to
prevent any one country from dominating the region.

In 1700, Louiss grandson Philip V inherited the throne of Spain.
Tomaintain the balance of power, neighboring nations led by England
fought to prevent the union of France and Spain. The War of the Spanish
Sucsession dragged on until 1713, when an exhausted France signed the
Treaty of Utrecht (Y00 trekt). Philip remained on the Spanish throne,
but France agreed never to unite the two crowns.

Persecuting Huguenots Louis saw France’s Protestant minority as a
threat to religious and political unity. In 1685, he revoked the Edict of
Nantes. More than 100,000 Huguenots fied France, scttling mainly in
England, the Netherlands, Germany, Poland, and the Americas. The
Huguenots had been among the hardest working and most prosperous of
Louis's subjocts, Their loss was a serious blow to the French cconomy,just
a3 the expulsion of Spanish Muslims and Jews had hurt Spain.

@ Checkpoint How did Loui’s actions weaken Frances economy?
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£ Terms, People, and Places Comprehension and CitcalThinking @ Writing About History

1. Wnatdo each of the ey tems,pecple, 3. Drau Inferences How dd Herry V' Quick Wrte: Support Opinions With
andplace sted a thebeginning ofthe  conversion 1o atholcism help rance. Evidence Choose a opic o the seton,
ecton have i common? Explan. wite? such a5 whether o ot you think Lo

4. Wentify Centrl Issues Whatwas XV eignwas good for Fance. Make st
the purpose of Lous XIV'sextavagant of evidence from te ext thatsuppors

palace and daiy rtuals? youropiion.
Details Use your complted concept 5. Recogize ideologies Wny 6id ather
web o answer the Focus Question: European nations form alances o
How 6 Fance ecome the eading oppose France'splans fo expand?

powerof Europe under the absolte
e of Louis XIV?




