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The following year, Ferdinand was elected Holy Roman Emperor, With
the support of Spain, Poland, and other Catholic states, he tried to roll
back the Reformation by force. In the early stages of the war, he defeated
the Bohemians (who had rebelled when he became emperor) and their
Protestant allies. Alarmed, Protestant powers like the Netherlands and
Sweden sent troops into Germany. Before long, political motives out-
weighed religious issues. Catholic and Protestant rulers shifted alliances
to suit their own interests. AL one point, Catholic France joined Lutheran
Sweden against the Catholic Hapsburgs.

A Terrible Loss of Life The fighting took a terrible toll. Roving armics
of mercenaries, or soldiers for hire, burned villages, destroyed crops,
‘and killed without mercy. Murder and torture were followed by famine.
and discase. Wolves, not scen in settled arcas since the Middle Ages,
stalked the deserted streets of once-bustling villages. The war led 1o a
severe depopulation, or reduction in population. Exact statistics do not
exist, but historians estimate that as many as one third of the people in
the German states may have died as a result of the war:

Peace at Last Finally, in 1648, the exhausted combatants accepied a
series of treatios, known as the Peace of Westphalia. Becauso so many
powers had been involved in the conflic, the treaties aspired both to
bring about a general European peace and to setle other international
problems. Among the combatants France emerged a clear winner, gain-
ing territory on both its Spanish and German frontiers. The Hapsburgs
were not so fortunate. They had to accept. the almost total independence
of all the princes of the Holy Roman Empire. In addition, the Nether-
lands and the Swiss Federation (present-day Switzerland) won recogni-
tion as independent states.

The Thirty Years' War left German lands divided into more than 360
separate states—one for cvery day of the year” These states still
acknowledged the rule of the Holy Roman emperor. Yet cach state had its
own government, currency, church, armed forces, and foreign palicy. The
German states, potentially the most powerful nation in Europe if they
could be unified, thus remained fragmented for another 223 years.

@ Checkpoint What were some effects of the Peace of Westphalia?

Hapsburg Austria Changes its Focus

Though weakened by war, the Hapsburgs still wanted to create a strong
united state. They kept the title “Holy Roman emperor; but focused their
attention on expanding their own lands. To Austria, they would soon add
Bohemia, Hungary, and, later, parts of Pland and some ltalian states

Challenges to Unity Uniting these lands proved difficult. Not only.
were they divided by geography, they included a number of diverse peo-
ples and cultures as well. By the 1700s, the Hapsburg Empire included
Germans, Magyars, Slavs, and others. In many parts of the empire, peo-
ple had their own languages, laws, political assemblics, and customs.

The Hapsburgs did exert. some control over these diverse peoples.
They sent German-speaking offcials to Bohemia and Hungary and sct-
tcd Austrians on lands they had scized in these provinces. They also put
down revolts in Bohemia and Hungary. Still, the Hapsburgs never devel-
oped a centralized governmental system like that of France.
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Maria Theresa

When Maria Theresa (1717-1780)
became Hapsburg empress at the
age of 23, herchances of emaining
in power seemed very lim. She later
said, 1 found myself al at once
without money, without roops, and
without advice” A decade after her
‘crowning she wrote 1 do no think
anjone would deny that history
hardly knows of a crowned head
who started his rule under
circumstances more grievous than
those atending my accession.”

But the determined empress
sunived. She.appointed_superb
advisors and was able to maintain
control o he empire.During her 40-
year eign, Vienna became 2 center
for music and the ats.

Maria Theresa had one thing in
common with most women of her
day—being 3 mother. She gave
bith 0 2 tota of 16 chidren—11
gils and 5 boys. Among them were
future emperors Joseph 11 and
Leopold I and Queen Marie
Antainette of France. What traits
did Maria Theresa need to stay in
power?

A Woman Emperor Takes the Throne In the carly 17005, a new
challenge threatencd Hapsburg Austria. Emperor Charles VI had no
male heir. His daughter, Maria Theresa, was intelligent and capable,
but no woman had vet ruled Hapsburg lands in her own name. Charles
persuaded other European rulers to recognize his daughter’ right to suc-
cced him. When he died, however, many ignored their pledge.

The War of the Austrian Succession Shortly after Charles's death
in 1740, Frederick I of Prussia scized the rich Hapsburg province of
Silesia, This action sparked the eight-year War of the Austrian
Suceession. Maria Theresa set off for Hungary to appeal for military
help from her Hungarian subjects. The Hungarians were ordinarily
unfriendly to the Hapsburgs. But she made a dramatic plea before an
assembly of Hungarian nobles. According to one account, the nobles rose
to their feet and shouted, “Our lives and blood for your Majesty!” She
eventually got farther help from Britain and Russia, who did not want
Prussia to upset the balance of power by gaining new lands,

Maria Theresa never succeeded in forcing Frederick out of Silesia.
Still, she did preserve her empire and win the support of most of her peo-
ple. Equally important, she strengthened Hapsburg power by reorganiz-
ing the bureaucracy and improving tax collection. She oven forced nobles
and clergy to pay taxes and tried to case the burden of taxes and labor
services on peasants. As you will read, her son and successor, Joseph 1T,
later extended many of her reforms.

@ Checkpoint What caused the War of the Austrian Succession?

Hohenzollern Prussia

While Austria was molding a strong Catholic state, a region called
Prussia cmerged as a new Protestant power. In the 16005, the Hohen.
Zollern (1011 un tsahl urn) family ruled scattered lands acoss north Ger-
many. In the contury following the Peace of Westphalia, ambitious
Hohenzollern rulers united their holdings, creating Prossia

Creating a Bureaucracy Hohenzollerns rulers set up an effcient cen-
teal bureaucracy. Frederick William I was a Prussian ruler who came to
power upon the death of his father in 1713, He ceverly gained the loyalty of
the Prossian nobles, called Junkers (YOON kers), by giving them positions in
the army and government. His tactic reduced the nobles’independence and
increased his own control Frederick also placed great emphasis on military.
values and forged one of the best-trained armics in Europe. One Prussian
military leader boasted, “Prussia is not astate which possesses an army, but
‘an army which possesscs a state.” By 1740, Prussia was strong cnough to
challenge its rival Austria

A Crown Prince Learns the Art of War Frederick William made
sure that, from an carly age, his son Frederick was trained in the art of
war. He wrote,

6 His tutor must take the greatest pain t imbue my son with a sincere love for
h sl profeion it I spon s b watd
can confer upon a prince such fame and honor as the sword ??
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In fact, young Frederick IT preferred playing the
flute and writing poetry. His father despised these
pursuits and treated the young prince 50 badly that
he tried to flee the country. Discovering these plans,
Frederick William put his son in solitary confine-
ment. Then he forced the 18-year-old prince to watch
as the friend who had helped him was beheaded.

Frederick’s harsh military training had an effect
After becoming king in 1740, Frederick I1 lost no time.
in using his army. As you have read, he boldly scized
Silesia from Austria, sparking the War of the Aus-
trian Succession. In several later wars, Frederick cos
tinued to brilliantly use his disciplined army, forcing
all to recognize Prussia as a great power. His exploits
camed him the name Frederick the Great,

¥ Checkpoint How did Frederick William increase
His power?
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