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Joseph Il Continues Reform In Austria, Hapshurg empress Maria
Theresa ruled as an absolute monarch. Although she did not push for
roforms,sho is onsidored t bo an enlightencd dospot by some bistorians
because she worked to improve peasants’ way of lfe, The most radical of
the enlightencd dospots was hor son and succossor, Joseph I1. Josoph
was an eager studont of the Enlightenment, and he traveled in disguice
‘among his subjeets o learn of thei problems

Joseph continued the work of Maria Theresa, who had begun to mod-
enize Austria's government. Despite opposition, Joseph supported reli-
gious equality for Protestants and Jews in his Cathalic empirc. He caded
censorship by allowing a frce press and attempted to bring the Catholic
Chureh under rogal control. He sold the property of many monasterics
that were not involved in education ar care of the sick and uscd the pro-
ceeds to support thoso that were. Joseph oven ablished serfdom. Like
‘many of his othor reforms, howaver, this measuro was canceled afler his
death.

@ Checkpoint Why were the philosophes interested in sharin their
elefs with European ulers?

es of the Majority Change Slowly
Mst Europeans were untouched by cither courly or middie-class
culture, They remained what they had always been—peasants living in
small ural vilages, Echocs of serfdom still remained throughout Euorope
despite advances in Western Burope. Their culture, based on centurics-
old traditions,changed slowly

By the late 17005, however,radical deas sbout cqualiy and social jus-
tics finally sceped into peasant vilages. While some peasants cagerly
sought o topple the old ardor, others rosisted oforts o bring sbout
chango. In the 1800s, war and poltical upheaval, as well as changing
cconomic onditions, would transfor peasant i ia Burope.

@ Checkpoint During thistime, why did change occur sowy for
most Europeans?
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Mozartand a sheetof his music
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Mozart, the Musical Genius
25 2 young boy Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
astonished royaly with s muscl let.
Although s fe was elarvely short,he
composed more than 600 pieces of music. Mary
picesembraced th st of the Enghtenment
e have captured the s of the Enfighen-
ment s intellectual and socal agenda s has
Mozartinhis opea, The MagicFue... (1 s
aseis ofvratonsan the tumph o ight
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Focus Question A Enightenment deas spread
across Europe, what cutura and poltcl
changes ook place?
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« entily therles thatcenarsp and salons
played inthe spread ofnew ideas.

= Descrbe how the Eiightenment afected the
ars and fratre.

= Understand how pisophes nfluenced
enlghtened despors.

« Explin why Enlightenment deas were slow to
teach mast Evopeans.
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¢ Paris, France, the heartof the Enlightenment, dross many intellec-

tuals and others cager to debate new ideas, Reforms proposed one
evening became the talk of the town the next. day: Enlightenment
ideas flowed from France, across Europe, and begond. Every.
where, thinkers examined traditional beliels and customs in the
ight o reason and found them fawed, Even some absolute mon:
archs experimented with Enlightenment ideas, although they
drew back when changes threatened the established way of doing
things.

New Ideas Challenge Society

Enlightenmont ideas spread quicky through many lovels of soci-
cty. Educated people sl over Eorope cagerly road not only
Diderot's Encyclopedia but also the small inesxpensive pamphiets
that printers chuened out on 3 brosd rango of seucs. More and
more, peaple sas thal reform was necessary n order to achiove a
just societ:

During the Middie Agos, most Europeans had accepted without
uestion 1 socicty based an divine right rul,a strictclss system,
and a belefin heavenly reward for carthly suffering. I the Age of

ason, such ideas scemed unscientiic and irrational. A just soi-
et Enlightenment thinkers taught, should ensure social justice
and bappiness in this world. Not everyone agreed with this idea of
replacing the values that xisted, hawever:
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‘Whiters Face Censorship Most, but not all, government and church
| authorities felt they had a sacred duty to defend the old order. They
belicved that God had sct up the old order. To protoct against the attacks
of the Enlightenment, thoy waged a war of consorship, or restricting
access to ideas and information. They banned and burned books and
imprisoned writers
o avoid censorship, philosophes and writers like Montesquieu and
Voltaire sometimes disguised ther ideas in works of fiction. In the
Persian Letters, Montesquicu used (o fietional Persian travelers, named
Ushek and Rica, to mock French society. The hero of Voltaire's satrical
novel Candide, published in 1759, travels across Europe and even to the
Americas and the Middlc East in search of *the best of all possible
worlds” Voltaire slsly uscs the tale to expose the corruption and hypoc-
risy of Buropean societs.

Ideas Spread in Salons New litcrature, the arts, science, and philoso-
phy were regular topics of discussion in #alons, or informal social gath-
erings at which writers,artsts, hilosophes, an others exchanged ideas.
The salon originated in the 16005, when a group of noblewwomen in Paris
began inviting a fow frionds to their hames for poctry readings. By the
17005, some midle-class women bogan bolding salons. Hero middlc-
class itizens could moet with the nobilty on an cqual footing to discuss
and spread Enlightenment ideas.

‘Madame Geoffrin (zhoh FRAN) ran one of the most. respected salons, In
her bome on the Rue St. Honoré (ro0 sant aba ur AY), she brought
together the brightest. and most Lalented peaple of her day. The young
musical genius Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart played for her guests, and
Diderot was a regular at her weekly dinners for philosophers and poets.

@ Checkpoint What didthose opposed t Enighenment
10 stop the spread of information?

jeas do

Arts and Literature Reflect New Ideas

In the 16008 and 17005 the arts evolved to meet changing tastes As in
carlcr periods, artista nd composers had o please thei patrons, the
‘men i womon who commissioned workc from them o gava ther jobs.

From Grandeur to Charm In the age of Louis XIV, courtly art and
archilceture were cither in the Greck and Roman tradition or in a grand,
ornate style known as baroque. Baroque paintings were huge, colorful,
and full of excitement. They glorified historic batdles or the lives of
saints. Such works matehed the grandeur of European courts at that
time,

Lovis XV and his court led o much less formal lifesiglo than
Louis XIV. Architects and dosignors roflocted this change by developing
the rocaco stsle. Rococo ast moved away from religion and, unlike the
heavy splendor of the baroque, was lightr, clogant, and charming,
Rococo art in salane was belioved to encourage the imagination. Furni.
ture and tapestrics featured delicate shells and vers, and more pastel
colors were used. Portrait paintors showed noblo subjects in charming
rural scitings, surrounded by happy servants and pets. Although this
style was eritcized by the philasophes for its superficialit, it had a vast
audience in the upper class and with the growing middle clas as well

Satire by Swift
Ionathan Swif publshed the satca
Guliver Travesn 1725, Hore, an
lustation rom the book deicts a bund
Gulver andth Lilputans, who ar i
inctll blodthirty chracters. Although
Gullver' Tvelssafizes polica e in
eighteent-centuryEngland, 5 43
dassic today. Why did wiltrs hidothr
faalings aboutsocity?

Vocabulary Builder
evolecd—(ec VALYD) & developed
eradualy over time
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called the Rarpsichrd (sbove) it
reflected i new sy, ) o

s52

‘The Enlightenment Inspires Composers The new Enlightenment
1) idcai ed composers and musiciansto develop ew forms of music. There

 transition i music, v well 2.t from the Baroque syl o ococ,
Ao clogant syl of music knowo an “classical” flled. Balles and
opera-plass et to music—wore porformed ot ogal courts, and opora
o sprang up from Haly 1o Bl Befoe this crs, ol the social
lite could afford 0 commistion masiians to play for thom. Intho carly
o mid 17005, hawever, the growing middle clss coud aford to pay for
concets ta e performed pubicl.

‘Among the towering music figures f the era was Johann Sebastian
Bach. & dovout German Lutheran, Bach wrote bautifl religous works
for organ and choirs. He lsa wrote sonatas for violn and harpeichord
Another Germanbora composr, George Frideic Handel,spent much of
i e i England. Ther, b wrote Water Music and sther pioces for
King Georgo 1 o5 well ax mor than 30 oeras. s most celebrated work,
ho Measiah, combine instruments and voicos and s afen perormod ai
Christmas and Easter

Comporer Frant Josegh Hasd was ons ofthe most important fgures
in tho dovclopmont of casscal musie. Ho helpod dovlop forms fr the
String quartes and the symphons. Haydn had o clo friendship with
another famous compascr, Wolfgang Amadeus Morart. Morart was o
child prodigy who gained natant secbriy status s @ composer nd per-
former His brillant operas, racefl symphanics, and maving rlgious
music hlped define the new stsc of cmposition. Although be dicd in
povert at g 35 b preuced 4 cnormous amaunt of musi during bie
Titotim, Morart’s s egaey thrivos oy
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The Novel Takes Shape By the 1700s, literature developed new forms.
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& Checkpoint  How did the arts and iterature change as
Enlightenment deas spread?

The courts of Europe became cnlivened as philosopies tried to persuade
rulers to adopt their ideas. The philosaphes hoped to convinee the ruling
classes that reform was nocessary. Some monarchs did accept Enlighten-
ment ideas, Others still practiced absalutiam, & poltical doctrine. in
which & monarch had scemingly unlimited power. Those that did accept
these new ideas became enlightened despots, or absolute rulers who
uscd their power to bring about palitical and social change.

Frederick II Attempts Reform Frederick I, known a5 Frederick
the Great, exerted extremely tight control over his subjects during his
roign as king of Prussia from 1740 to 1786, Stll, he sax himsclf as the
frst sorvant o tho state;” with  duty to work for the common go0d.

Thinking Cri
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Enlightened Rulers in the Eighteenth Century
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Map Skils Ahough theceter of

the Enlghtenmentvas nFrance the

ideas freformspread o the e of

Austia, Pssia and Russia

1. Locate (o Paris ) Prussia
(QAusvia

2. Location Which efightened ds- Frederick apenly praiscd Voltaire’s work and invited several of the
ot rled fathest kom Paris? French intellectuals of the age to Prussia, Some of his first acts as king

3. Draw Conclsions According to were to_reduce the use of torture and allow  freo pross. Most of
themap, it regions of Erope Frederick's eforms were directed at making the Prussian government,
wer afeced by enightened more cffcient, o do this, he reorganized the government’s civil service
despos? and simplified laws, Frederick also tolerated religious differences, wel-

coming vitims ofrligious persecution, In my kingdom.” e said, ‘cvery-

shion.” His religious talerance and also

— one can g0 to beaven in bis awa

oo e i Gt T srare Shoy i Fredenk’s feming St enlhioncd
et efrm. T he e soen Frdenok dodeed s rnder monary and

more power for himself

Catherine the Great Studies Philosophes’ Works Catherine I, or
Catherine the Great, empross of Russia, road the works of the
philosophes and exchanged lottors with Voltaire and Diderot. She
praised Voltaire as someone who had “fought. the united enemics of
bumankind: supersition, fanaticism, ignorance, trickery” Catherine
believed in the Enlightenment ideas of equality and liberty.

therine, who became empress in 1762, toyed with implementing
Enlightenment ideas. Barly in her reign, she made some limited reforms
inlas and government, Catherine abolished torture and established rel-
gious tolerance in her lands. She granted nobles o charler of rights and
crticizod the institution of scrfdom. Stil, ke Frederick in Prussia,
Catherine did not intend to give up power.In the end, her main political
contribution to Russia proved to bo an cxpanded empire.
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