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616 The Industrial Revolution Begins

The Industral Revolution brought great riches to most of the
entrepreneurs who helped set it in mation. For the millions of
warkers who crowded into the nes factorics, hovwover, the indus-
trial age brought poverty and harsh living conditions.

In time, reforms swould curb many of the worst abuscs of the
carly industrial age in Europe and the Americas. As standards of
living inereased, people at all levels of socety would benefic from
industrialization. Until the, working people would suffer with
dangerous working conditions; unsafe, unsanitary, and aver-
crowded housing; and unrelenting poverty

People Move to New Industrial Cities
The Industial Revolation brought rapid urbanization, or the
‘movement of people to cities, Changes in farmin, soaring popula-
tion growth, and an everincroasing demand for workers lod
‘masses of people to migrate from farm to cites, Almost overnight,
el tovms around coal or iron mines mushroomed into cities
Other ites gres up around the facories that entrepreners built
in once-quiet market towns

The Britsh market tovn of Manchester numbered 17,000 people
in the 17505, Within a few vears, it exploded into 2 center of the
Lextile industry s population soared to 40000 by 1780 and 70,000
by 1501, Visiors deserbed the cloud of conl vapor® thot polluted
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the air, the pounding noise of steam engines, and the flthy
stench of ts river This growh of industry and fapid population
growth dramatically changed the location and distrbution of
o resourees—labor and peopl.

@ Checkpoint What led to the massive migration of people
from farms to cities?

The Industrial Revalution created o new middlc class along with the
working class. Those in the middle class owned and operated the new
factorios, mincs, and railroads, among other industrics. Their lifestyle
wa much more comfortable than that of the industrial working class.

When form familics moved to the new industrial cities,they became
kers in mines or foctories, Many flt lost and bewildered. They foced
tough working conditions in uncomfortable covironments. In time,
though, factory and mine workers developed their own sense of commu.
nity despite the terrible working conditions,

The Industrial Middle Class Those who bencéited most from the
Industrial Revalution were the entreprencurs who set it in motion. The
Industrial Revolution created this new middlc class, or bourgevisic (boor
shvwah 2£8), whose members came from a varicty of backgrounds. Some
were merchants who invested their growing profits in factorics. Others
wrere inventars or skilled artisans who devcloped nevr technologics, Some.
rose from “rage Lo riches,”a pattern that the age greatly admired.
Middle-class familics lived in well-furnished, spacious homes on paved
strects and had a ready supply of water. They wore fancy clthing and
ato well. The new middle clnss took pride in their hard work and their
determination to “get abead.” Only a few had sympathy for the poor.
Wosmen of the middle class did not leave the home to work but instead
focused their energy on raising their children. This contrasted with the
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wealthy, who had maidservants to look after their childrer
warking class, whose children were a part of the workfuree.

The Industrial Working Class While the wealthy and the middlc
class lived in pleasant neighborhoods, vast numbers of poor struggled
tosurvive in foulemeling slums. They packed into liny rooms in
tenements, or multistory buldings divided into apartments. These
tenements had no running water, only community pumps. There was no
sexwage or sanitation system, so wastes and garbage rotted i the streets.

Vocabulary Bulklar Sewage was also dumped into rivers, which ercated an overwhelming.

Somtaminated(oan Tt sh oyt Stench and contaminated drinking vater. This led o the spread of

ad) unciean and impure;poluted diseases such as cholera.

Workers Stage Futile Protests Although labor wnions, or workers'
organizations, were illegal at. this time, sccret unions did cxist among
frustrated British workers. They wished to initiate worker reform, auch
as increases in pay, but had no political power to effct change. Some-
times thei frustration led Lo violence, The first instance of industrial
riots vecurred in England from 1811 to 1813, Groups of textile workers
Known as the Luddite (LUD sts) rsistd the labor-saving machines that
were costing them their jobs. Some of them smashed textile machines
with sledgehammers and burned fctories. They usually wore masles and
operated at ight. There was widespread support among the working
class fo these Luddite groups.

Workers Find Comfort in Religion Many working-class people
found comirt n a religious movement called Methodism. This move-
ment was influenced by the Industrial Revolution a5 people moved to

Vocabulary Builder cities and lost connections with their old churches. John Wesley had

toaeed oo o emphasized founded the Methodist movement in the mid-1700s. Wesley stressed the
need for a persomal sense of faith. He encouraged his fullowers to
improve themseles by adopting sober, moral ways

Mthodist meetings featured hymns and sermans promising forgive-
ness of sin and a bette lf to come. Methoist prechers took this mes.
snge of salvation into the slume, There, they tried to rekindle hope
amon the working poor. They sct up Sunday schols where folowers not
anly studicd the Bible but alo learned to read and write. Methodists
helped channel workers’ anger away from revolation and toward rform.

& Checkpoint  How did members of the working dass react to thir
new experiences inindustial cities?

and the

Life in the Factories and Mines

The heartof the new industrial it was the fotory. Thee, the technal-
ogy of the machine age and the rapid pace ofindustriaization imposed &
Rarah new way of i on workers.

Factory Workers Face Harsh Conditions Worling in  factary sys-
tom difered greatly from working on & farm. In roral villages, people
worked hard, but their sork varied according to the season. Life was also
hard for pour rural workers sho were part of the putting-out system, but
at least thoy worked at their own pace. I the grim factorics of industrial
towns, workers faced o rigid schedule set by the factory whistle.
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Working hours were lang, with shits asting from 12 to 16 hours, six
or seven days a week. Workers could only tako brcaks when the factory.
owners gave permission. Exhausted workers suffered accidents from
machines that had no safety devices. They might lose » finger,a imb, or
cven their lves, In textile mills, workers constantly breathed air fillod
with lint, which damaged their lungs. Those workers who became sick or
injured lost their jobs,

The majority of carly factory workers wore women rather than men.
Employers aften preferred to hire women workers hecause they thought
women could adapt more casily to machines and were casicr to manage
In addition, employers generally paid women half what they paid men.

‘Factary work created a double burden for women. Their new jobs took
them out of their homes for 12 hours or more o day. They then returned
o their tenements, which might consist of one damp room with a single
bed. They had 1o foed and clothe their familics, clean, and cope with such
probleme as sickness and injury.

Miners Face Worse Conditions The Industrial Revolution increased
the demand for iron and coal, which in turn increased the need for min-
ere. Although miners were paid more, working conditions in the mines.
were even worse than in the factories, They worked in darkness, and the.
conl dust destroyed their lungs. Thero were always the dangers of explo-
sions, fooding, and callapsing tunnels. Women and children carted heavy
loads of coal, somtimes on all fours in low passages, They also climbed
ladders carrying heavy baskets of coal several times a day.

Children Have Dangerous Jobs Factorics and mincs lso hired
many boys and girls. These chidren often started vorking at age seven
or eight,  ow o3 voung as five. Nimble-fingered and quick-moving, they
changed spoul in the hot and humid textile mills where sometimes they
could not sce because of all the dust. They also crawled under machinery.
to sopai brokon thecads in the mils, Conditions wero even worse for
children who worked in the mincs. Some sat all day in the dark, opening

Even childienas young as fve years old
worked in the mines.James Ky-
Shutteworth worke 25  pysican
among the diferent lasss ofthe
Industial Revolution n Manchester, i
pofesionallowed him o e the
working conditons of par i the cies.

Howvas ok nfctores and mies
dfeent rom vk o th frm?

Wit th engie uns, pecple must
‘work—men, women,and chidren
areyoed togeher with ron and
Steam.The animal macine i chaned
fast o thelron maching, whichknows
nosufeing and earinss

—ames KaySturewarh,
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and closing air vents. Others hauled conl carts i the extrome heat.
Because ehildren had helped with work on the farm, parents accepted
the idea of child labor. The wages the children carned were needed to
Keep their families from starving:

Child labor reform laws called “factory acts” were passed in the carly
18005, These laws were passed 1o reduce a childs workday o twelve
hours and also to remove children wnder the age of cight or nine from the
cotton mils, Because the laws were generally not enforced, British law-
makers formed tenms of inspectors o ensure that factories and mines
obeyed the lavs in the 1830 and 18405, More laws were then passed to
chorten the workday for women and require that child workers be
cducated.

@ Checkpoint How did the Industrial Revolution affect thefves of
men, women, and children?

The Results of Industrialization
Since the 18005, people have debated whether the Indus-
trial Revalution was a blessing or a curse. The carly indus-
trial age brovght terrible hardships, In time, however,
roformers pressed for laws to improve warking conditions.
Labor unions won the right o bargain with cmplogers for
better wages, hours, and working conditions. Eventually
working-<lass men gained the right to vote, which gave
them political power.

Despite the sucial problems ercated by the Industrial
Revolution—low pay; dismal living conditions—the Indus-
trial Age did have some positive effecs. As demand for
mass-produced goods grow, new factories opened, which in
turn ereated more jobs. Wags rose so that workers had enough Ief after
paying rent and buying food to buy a newspaper or visit a music hall. As
the cost of railroad travel fel, pevple could visit fmily in other towns
Horizons widened and opportunities increased.

@ Checkpoint  Why was the Industrial Revolution seen as both a
blesing and a curse?
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