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Note Taking Study Guide

BUILDING A GERMAN NATION

Focus Question: How did Otto von Bismarck, the chancellor of Prussia,
lead the drive for German unity?

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following chart to record the sequence
of events that led to German unification.

Napoleon raids German lands.
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In the early 1800s, German-speaking people lived in a number of
German states. Many also lived in Prussia and the Austrian empire.
There was no unified German nation. However, events unfolded in
the mid-nineteenth century that eventually led to the formation of
one Germany. Between 1806 and 1812, N apoleon invaded these
lands. He organized a number of German states into the Rhine
Confederation. After Napoleon’s defeat, the Congress of Vienna cre-
ated the German Confederation. This was a weak alliance of German
states headed by Austria. In the 1830s, Prussia created an economic
union called the Zollverein. This union removed tariff barriers
between many German states, yet they remained politically frag-
mented.

Otto von Bismarck, the chancellor of Prussia, led the drive to
unite the German states—but under Prussian rule. Bismarck was a
master of Realpolitik, or realistic politics based on the needs of the
state. After creating a powerful military, he was ready to pursue an
aggressive foreign policy. Over the next decade, Bismarck led Prus-
sia into three wars. Each war increased Prussian power and paved
the way for German unity.

In 1866, Bismarck created an excuse to attack Austria. The
“ustro-Prussian War lasted only seven weeks. Afterwards, Prussia
-«nexed several north German states. In France, the Prussian victory
angered Napoleon III. A growing rivalry between the two nations
led to the Franco-Prussian War of 1870. Bismarck worsened the crisis

by rewriting and releasing to the press a telegram that reported on a
meeting between William I of Prussia and the French ambassador.
Bismarck’s editing of the telegram made it seem that William T had
insulted the Frenchman. Furious, N apoleon III declared war on
Prussia, as Bismarck had hoped. The Prussian army quickly defeated
the French.

Delighted by the victory, German princes persuaded William I to
take the title kaiser of Germany.'In January 1871, German national-
ists celebrated the birth of the Second Reich. Bismarck drafted a con-
stitution that created a two-house legislature. Even so, the real
Power was in the hands of the kaiser and Bismarck.

Review Questions

L. What events occurred in the early 1800s that helped promote
German unity?

2 How did Bismarck use war to create a united Germany under

Prussian rule?
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What does the word editing
mean in the underlined sen-
tence? Circle the context clues
in the paragraph that could help
you figure out what edjting
means.

Recognize Sequence What
events led Napoleon Il] to
declare war on Prussia?
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Note Taking Study Gmde

GERMANY STRENGTHENS

Focus Question: How did Germany increase its power after unifying in
187172

As you read this section in your textbook, complete the following chart to record the causes
and effects of a strong German nation.
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After unification in 1871, the new German empire emerged as an
industrial giant. Several factors made industrialization in Germany
possible, such as ample iron and coal resources. These are the basic
ingredients for industrial development. A disciplined and educated
workforce also helped the economy grow. The German middle class
created a productive and efficient society that prided itself on its
sense of responsibility. Additionally, a growing population provided
a huge home market for goods and a large supply of industrial
workers.

German industrialists recognized the value of applied science in
developing new products, such as synthetic chemicals and dves.
Both industrialists and the government supported scientific research
and development. The government also promoted economic devel-
opment. It issued a single form of currency for Germany and reorga-
nized the banking system. The leaders of the new empire were
determined to maintain economic strength as well as military power.

Bismarck pursued several foreign-policy goals. He wanted to
keep France weak and build strong links with Austria and Russia. On
the domestic front, Bismarck, called “the Tron Chancellor,” targeted
the Catholic Church and the Socialists. He believed these groups
7~ d a threat to the new German state. He thought Catholics would
be-nore loyal to the Church than to Germany. He also worried that
Socialists would undermine the loyalty of workers and turn them
toward revolution. Bismarck tried to repress both groups, but his
etforts failed. For example, the Kulturkampf was a set of laws
intended to weaken the role of the Church. Instead, the faithful ral-
lied to support the Church. When repressing the Socialists failed to
work, Bismarck changed course and pioneered social reform.

[n 1888, William II became the kaiser. He believed that his right
to rule came from God, and he shocked Europe by asking Bismarck
fo resign. Not surprisingly, William II resisted efforts to introduce
democratic reforms. However, his government provided many
social welfare programs to help certain groups of people. The gov-
émment also provided services such as cheap transportation and
electricity.

Review Questions
L. What did the German government do to promote economic
development?

% Why did Bismarck believe Catholics posed a threat to the new
( “'>rman state?

.
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What two ingredients are basic
for industrial development?

i

What does th
mean in the underlined sen-
tence? Notice that these chemi-
cals and dyes did not appear in
nature, but were developed.
Using this clue, write a definition
for synihatic.

Correctly
number the following events:

—— William ll becomes Kaiser,
—— Germany unifies in 1871.

—— Government reorganizes
the banking system.

—— Bismarck is asked to
resign.




