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Focus Question Wht characteized the cutures and
cvizaions that developed in the Andes?

Andean Cultures of
South America

Objectives )

« Examin theearly culues of the Andes.

« Understand how Inca emperors extended and
maitaine thei empie.

« Describe the daiy fe of the Inc

The first cultures of South America developed in the Andean
region along the western edge of the continent. This region
includes a variety of climates and terrains. The narrow coastal
plain is a dry, lifeless desert crossed by occasional rivers, Further
inland, the snow-capped Andes Mountains rise steeply, leveling off
into high plateaus that bake by day and freeze at night. East of

Terms, People, and Places § the Andes, dense jungles stretch from Peru into Brazil
Chavin PachacuneaYupanat ¢
oche Sapanca £ .

= 53 Cultures Develop in the Andes

Nozes auipu ‘Thosands of years ago, people scttled in fishing villages along the

Huari 2l desert coast of Pera and Chile, Gradually they expanded inland,

Tiahuanaco Inti- farming the river valleys that run up into the highland plateaus.
Using careful irigation, they grew maize, cotton, squash, and

Note Taking beans. On mountain slopes, they cultivated potatoes, eventually

Reading Skil: Contrast Contast the cutures of | producing 700 varieties. On bigh plateaus, they domesticated the

the early peoples of the Andes with that o the
nca. Use 2 chart likethe ane below 1o organize
elevant detais about each cultre s you ezd.

llama and the alpaca. Eventually, they built large ceremonial cen-
ters and developed skils in pottery and weaving,

Chavin Culture Uni

s a Region Archacologists have picced

Chavin ! together a chronology of various cultures that left their mark on

e } the Andean region over the course of 2,000 years. The carlies of
e these was the Chavin (chah VEEN) culture, named for uins at
Chavin de Huantar (hah VEEN day WARN taho). There, in sbout

900 B.C., people built a huge temple complex. Archacologists are
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Cultures of the Andes.
Formore than 2,000 years cutures of vaying
sizes developed nthe Ancean regon.
Although ot il s powertul s the ca, st
leftbehing fasinating cles a thei sils and
interests—such as this Moche laughing-man
vessl(op right)and Nozca spdergeoglyph
botton righ. i th region of which eafier
culuredid the nca buid Cuzco?
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not sure of the Chavin political structure, but they think the culture’s
religion unified people throughout northern and central Peru. Chavin
arts and religion continued to influence later peoples of Peru as well.

The Moche Build a Culture Between AD. 100 and AD. 700, the
Moche (MOH chay) peaple—named after their most famous city—forged
a civilization along the arid north coast of Peru. Skilled Moche farmers
developed methods for fertilizing the soil and used canals to irrigate the
land. Their leaders built roads and organized networks of relay runners
to carry messages, ideas that another Andean civilization, the Inca,
would later adopt.

At the city of Moche, builders constructed the largest adobe structure
in the ancient Americas. Adobe is a mixture of clay and plant fibers that
becomes hard as it dries in the sun. Moche artisans perfected skills in
textile production, goldworking, and woodcarving and produced ceramic
vessels in lifelike imitation of people and animals.

Cultures of the Southern Andes Many other Andean cultures
emerged, and some left behind intriguing clues about their lives and
beliefs. Between about 200 £.C. and A.D. 600 along the southern coast of
Poru, the Nazea (NAHS kah) people etched geoglyphs in the desert. A
geoglyph is a figure or line made on Earth's surface by clearing away
rocks and soil. The Nazea geoglyphs include straight lines that run for
‘mills as well as giant birds, whales, and other animals. Most researchers
think that the geoglyphs carried some sort of spiritual meaning,

‘The city of Huari (WA ree) developed east of the Nazca culture. It
cantrolled much of Peru's mountain and coastal areas. A® the same time,
a powerful city, Tiahuanaco (tee ah wah NH Koh), developed on the
southern shores of Lake Titicaca, in modern-day Bolivia. It reigned over
parts of modern-day Argentina, Chile, and Peru. Many
of the same artistic styles appear at Huari and
Tiahuanaco, leading scholars to think that these two
southern povwers shared religious or trade affliations.

¥ Checkpoint What was unique about the Nazca
culture of the Andes?
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Inca Rulers Maintain a Large Empire

The most powerful of the Andean civiizations —the Tnca civlization—
came into being in the 1100 with the founding of its first dynasty
For the next three centuries,the Inca civilization stood out no more than
any other. But in 1438, a historic change occurred. Pachacuti Inca
Yupanqui (paheh ah KOO tee ING kub Yoo PANG kee), @ skilled warrior
and leader, proclaimed himself Sapa Inca, or emperor,

From his small kingdom at Cuzco in @ high mountain valley, Pachacuti
ot out on a campaiga of conquest. Once he subdued neighbaring peoples,
e enlisted them in his aravies. His son, emperor Topa Inca Yupanqui,
continued the expansion. With Cuzco as its capital, the resulting empire
stretched more than 2,500 miles along the Andes, from Eeuador in the
orth to Chile n the south.

The Emperor Rules Over All The Sapa Inca held
absolute power, Claiming to be divine, the son of the sun
itself, he was also the empire’s religious leader. Gold, con-
sidered the “sweat of the sun,” served as his symbol. His
queen, the Coya, carried out important religious duties
and sometimes governed in his absence.

The Sapa Inca laid claim over all the land, herds,

Growing up, Pachacuti Inca Yupanqui (13912
14731 did not seem destined 1o ne the Inca

mines, and people of his empire. Thus the people had no
personal property; so there was little demand for items for
barter or sale. As a result, trade did not play a major role
in the Inca economy. Instead, the Sapa Inca kept the peo-
ple fed and public works projects staffed using a labor tax.
Periodically, he would call upon men of a certain age o
serve as laborers for short periods, perhaps a few months.
By 50 doing, he could access millions of laborers at once.
Inca rulers ran an efficient government. Nobles ruled
the provinces along with local chieftains whom the Inca
armies had conguered. Below them, officials carried out
the day-to-day business of enforcing laws and organizing.
labor. Specially trained officials kept records on a quipy,

people. True, his father, Viracocha, was their king.
ButViracocha had chosen another son—Urcon—as
s successor.

Accoring to Inca sagas, one dey the amy of a
poveertul neighboring people the Chianca, tratened
o sweep down on Cuzco, With the Chanca amy.
quicly approaching, Viacocha and Urcon withdrew
from Cuzco to 3 nearby fot. Pachacuti emained to
defend th cit,commanding the amy and inspiing.
s warrorson t a stuming victory Pachacut then
st himself up s king of Cuzc, eventuzllyreuntng
the entie Inca state under his e What traits and
sills must Pachacui have needed to become
emperor?

a collection of colored strings that were knotted in differ.
ent ways to represent various numbers. Scholars think
that the Tnca, who never invented a writing system, may have used qui-
pus to record economic, bureaucratic, religious, and other information.

Uniting the Empire To unite their empire, the Inca imposed their lan-
guage, Quechua (KECH wuh), and their religion on the people they con-  Vocabulary Builder
quered. They also created one of history's great road networks. At its  network—(NET wark)n. a widely
reatest extent, it wound about 14000 miles through mountains and  dstributed group of things that work
deserts, passing through an area inhabited by almost 10 million people,  (0fether as 2 unitor system
Hundreds of bridges spanned rivers and deep gorges. Steps were cut into
steep slopes and tunnls dug through hilsides. The expanse of the Tnca
road system was unmatched in the carly Americas.
The roads allowed armics and news to move rapidly throughout the
empire. At stations set regular distances apart, runners waited to carry
messages. Relays of runners could carry news of a revolt swifly from a
distant. province to the capital. Inca soldicrs stood guard at outposts
throughout the empire. Within days of an uprising, they would be on the
move to crush the rebels. Ordinary people were restricted from using the
roads at all.
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The Heights of Inca Stonework
Machu Picch s the mst impressive
‘xample of Inca stonework,Buit high n the
Andes,th atge complex of builings sits ot
an elevation o more than 7,000 feet.
‘Agriculurl teraceslne the sunounding
hillides. What challenges do you thi the
Inca faced when buiding in such a
location?

Cuzco as Capital All roads led through Cuzco. People from all the cul-
ture groups ruled by the empire lived in the city. Members of a given
group lived in a particular part of the city and wore the traditional cloth-
ing and practiced the traditional crafts of their region of origin. In the
heart of the city stood the great Temple of the Sun, its interior walls lined
with gold. Like Inea palaces and forts, the temple was made of enormous
stone blocks, each polished and carved to it exactly in place without mor.
tar used to secure it. Inca engineers were so precise that many of their
buildings have survived severe earthquakes.

# Checkpoint Descrbe three ways that the Inca uited their empire.

Daily Life of the Inca

The Inca strictly regulated the lives of millions of people within their
empire. The leaders of each Inca village, called an allu (£VE loo), carried
out government orders. They assigned jobs to cach family and organizing
the community to work the land. Government officials arranged mar-
riages to ensure that men and women were settled at o certain age.

Farming the Land Tnca farmers expanded step terraces built by car-
lier Andean peoples. They carved out flat strips of land on steep hillides
and built stane walls to hold the land in place. The terraces the Inca cre-
ated kept rains from washing away the soil and made farming possible in
places where naturally flat land was scarce

Farmers spent part of each year working land for their community,
and part working land for the emperor and the temples. The government
allotted part of each harvest to specific groups of people or for particular
purposes. It stored the rest in case of disasters such as famine.

Mastering Metalwork and Weaving The Inca were some of the
‘most skilled metalworkers in the Americas, They learned to work and alloy,
or blend, copper, tin, bronze, silver, and gold. While they employed copper
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‘and bronze for useful objects, they reserved precious metals for statues of
gods and goddesses, cating utensils for the nobles, and decoration.

The Inca also mastered the art of weaving, a practice passed down to
them from carlier Andean peoples. They raised cotton and sheared the
wool from llamas and alpacas to create colorful textiles to be worn as
clothing or as adornments, such as belts and bags.

Medical Advances The Inca developed important medical practices,
including surgery on the human skull. In such operations, they cleaned the
area to be operated on and then gave the patient a drug to make him or her
unconscious—procedures similar to the modern use of antiseptics and anes-
thesia. The Inca also used medical procedures to mummify the dead.

Religion and Ritual The Inca worshipped many gods linked to the
forces of nature. People offered food, clothing, and drink to the guardian
spirits of the home and the village. Each month had s ow festival, from
the great ripening and the dance of the young maize to the festival of the
water, Festivals were celebrated with ceremonies, sports, and games

A powerful class of priests served the gods. Chief among the gods was
Inti, the sun god. His special attendants, the “Chosen Women,” were
selected from each region of the empire. During years of training, they
studied the mysteries of the religion, learned to prepare ritual food and
drink, and made the elaborate wool garments worn by the Sapa Inca and
the Coya. After their training, most Chosen Women continued to serve
Inti. Others joined the Incals court or married nobles

@ Checkpoint How did the Inca excel i the arts and in medicine?

Looking Ahead

At its height, the Inca civilization was a center of learning and political
power. But in 1525, the emperor Huayna Capac (WY nuh kah PAHK) died
suddenly of illness. Civil war broke out over which of his sons would
reiign next, weakening the empire at a crucial moment—the eve of the
arrival of Spanish invaders.
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