Now that we’ve briefly discussed SPEC in class, and reflected on it this week, it’s time to take it to a deeper level.

YOUR TASK:

CHOOSE a group with which you are familiar--one to which you (most preferably!) or a close-friend/family member belong.  

NOTE: You may not write about your group of friends.  This must be an organized group with a common, defined goal; a sports team, a school or social club, a youth group, etc.  Only as a last resort may you talk about your family, the school (or another class within the school), or another outside group, and only then after discussing this with Mr. Steen.

Utilize the P.E.R.S.I.A.N. Chart attached, paying close attention to the aspects of SPEC.
In a 2-3 sentences, describe your group and how these aspects are displayed within the group you have selected.

Following that, write in your journals a summative paper explaining how SPEC impacts your group. (At least one paragraph per item below…)
Your paper MUST include the following aspects:

1. Introduce your work.  Discuss the group you chose to observe.  In this paragraph, tell me such information as: What group is it?  Why are you familiar with this group? Why did you choose this particular group?  How long have you known about or been associated with this group?  This will serve as your introductory paragraph.
2. Social.  Explain the social nature of your group.  To do so, think about the following questions… What are the common goals group members share?  What do members of the group have in common?    In what ways do members of this group interact with one another? What are the gender roles and relations within the group? What is the racial and ethnic construction of the group? What different social classes exist within the group?

3. Political.  Discuss the politics of this group.  How are decisions made within this group?  What different individual(s) (or even groups) have the power?  How are leaders chosen? How is the power exercised, or used?  What types of decisions have to be made within the group? Has there even been an attempted revolution within the group? What was its result? 

4. Economic.  How is the economy of this group structured?  What are the ways that the needs and wants of the group and group members are met? How are the resources of the group divided amongst its members? Is the distribution of resources even?

5. Culture.  Describe the group’s cultural attributes.  In what ways does the group make itself different from other groups, and distinguish itself from similar groups? Does the group have its own language, or slang? What is the religious structure of the group? What types of buildings or meeting spaces are used – does this set the group apart from other groups?
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