Create a Country:

A Utopia for its people
Your mission in your group is to work as our framers did and create a country from scratch. It will be perfect! You will be assigned a scenario that you will use in creating this country, and then present it electronically. Once we create the rough drafts, we will then go over presentation requirements and examples. Just a side note: for your presentation you will include the below items and some images that help give the audience an idea as to where the country is located and what it would look like.
1. Get a country. Draw your country’s scenario from the “Hat.” You will use this information when designing your country. Your country must be designed perfectly for your people and their situation. You can expand on the information but cannot change it.
2. Create a constitution for your country:  A constitution is the blueprint for a nation’s government.  It addresses everything from values to policy.  For example, the U. S. Constitution says that we have freedom of speech (a value) and that the President can serve no more than two terms (a policy).  Your constitution will focus on both values and policy.  It may be helpful to have your POCKET CONSTITUTIONS out and use those as guides (not copying them but as guidelines for formatting and language).
3. Create a flag for your country:   It should be representative of the values and ideals held by your country’s founders (you!!).  For example, let’s look at America’s beautiful flag.  Each stripe on the flag represents one of the original 13 Colonies.  The color red represents the courage of those who fought/shed blood for the American cause.  White represents purity, blue represents justice.  Each star represents a state.  You get the picture. (You will need to be able to impressively explain the meaning behind the flag during your presentation.)
4. Create a national anthem:  Your anthem will have no fewer than 8 lines, and it will be performed by your entire group.  Get ideas for your anthem from your country’s history, values etc.  You may want to agree on a popular tune that you set your lyrics to so that your anthem will be easier to write.  Be prepared to perform like circus monkeys or face minimal credit!!
Important Notes!!!!!!!!
· While much of the content is up to you, you must address the following in your constitutions:  
· Who makes sure the people follow the laws? Who decides if people have broken the laws and whether or not they should be punished? 
· Who (or what group) makes the laws in your country?  Who decides if the laws are fair? How will you plan for change? Can the constitution be changed? How?   
· Your constitution will include a PREAMBLE AND ONE ARTICLE FOR EACH GROUP MEMBER, EACH WITH AT LEAST THREE DETAILED SECTIONS.  Sections must be detailed, with at least 2-3 sentences.  
· The Constitution will also be signed by each of its framers.
Here’s an example:
We the people and animals of Peaceland are establishing this constitution so that we may forever live in peace, establish justice, secure economic prosperity…(this is the beginning of a preamble —it simply states the goals you hope your constitution will achieve…)

Article I: The Environment: Peaceland will have a pristine environment that will benefit all creatures great and small.

Section 1: Each person over the age of 18 will be responsible for purchasing and planting one tree per year. That will improve our air quality and sustain habitats for the animals we love. 
Section 2: All citizens are required to recycle. 80% of products manufactured must be made from recycled materials.  Incentives are given for citizens who comply.  Fines are imposed for those who do not recycle or purchase recycled products.

Section 3: Environmental awareness classes will be required for all school-aged children.  These classes will teach children the importance of environmental health.

Article II: Criminal Justice System: Peaceland will be a virtually crime-free nation where the goal is not to punish criminals, but to rehabilitate them. …
More important information:

· A Preamble is like a mission statement—it states the overall goals of your country.  America’s Constitution has a preamble that states, among other things, that its goals are to establish justice (fairness), insure peace, create a good defense system (military), etc.

· The Articles are the goals you want to achieve.

· The Sections are the ways you’ll go about achieving your goals (at least 2-3 sentences!). 
Before drafting your constitution, answer the following questions, for they MUST be incorporated in the CONSTITUTION.

Who (or what group) makes the laws in your country?  

Who makes sure the people follow the laws? 

Who decides if people have broken the laws and whether or not they should be punished? 
Who decides if the laws are fair? 
How will you plan for change? 
Can the constitution be changed? How?   

Outline/Rough Draft for Constitution


Use your own paper first. Agree and edit. Then draft again here:
The Constitution of ___________________
Preamble: (feel free to mimic the length and rhythm of the US’s preamble)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article I: (Goal/ subject- in one complete sentence)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section I: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section II: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section III: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Article II: (Goal/ subject- in one complete sentence)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Section I: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section II: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section III: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Article III: (Goal/ subject- in one complete sentence)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section I: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section II: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section III: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Article IV: (Goal/ subject- in one complete sentence)

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section I: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section II: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section III: (How to achieve goal in 2-3 sentences)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

