Latin America: Life in the Spanish Americas
Read and mark: From the 1500s to 1600s, the Spanish established a very strict class system in their Latin American colonies; heritage and race were the determining factors of a person’s status.  

Peninsulares – This is the highest class.  It is made up of officials sent from Spain to rule the colonies.  Peninsulares included viceroys as well as high government and Church officials.  This small but powerful group controls the economic and political life of the colonies.  Proud of their Spanish birth, the peninsulares look down on the people who were born in the colonies.
Creoles – This class ranks below the peninsulares.  They are American-born descendants of Spanish settlers.  By law, creoles have the same rights as peninsulares.  In practice, however, the king does not appoint creoles to top jobs in government or the Church.  Educated and wealthy creoles bitterly resent the privileged peninsulares.  They feel they have built the colonies and deserve to rule them.
Mestizos – Far below the peninsulares and creoles are the mestizos, people of mixed Indian and European descent.  Their numbers have grown over the years until they have become the majority in some areas.  Most mestizos are shop owners, artisans, farmers and overseers at mines or on plantations.  They believe they will be able to move up in society once Spanish rule is overthrown and the peninsulares are gone.
Native Americans – This group is very low on the social scale.  Initially they are forced into labor under the Encomienda system. Some work as farmhands on haciendas owned by peninsulares and creoles.  Other live in their own villages, raising crops on lands they hold in common.  In most villages, Native Americans speak their own languages and preserve their own traditions.  Nearly all have becomes Christians over time, however.  
Free Blacks – Over time, the number of free blacks in the colonies has grown.  Both Spain and Portugal have allowed slaves to buy their freedom.  A few owners have freed their slaves in their wills.  In the Caribbean islands ruled by the British or French, slaves have had a much harder time winning freedom.  Most free blacks become farm workers and laborers.  Some, especially in Brazil, earn a living in skilled trades.  They work as barbers, shoemakers, goldsmiths, sculptors and musicians.

[image: image1.wmf]Slaves – At the lowest level of society are slaves.  Planters deliberately buy slaves from different parts of Africa so that their slaves do not have a common language or religion.  They then have to adopt the language and customs of their owners.  Most slaves become Christians, although a few Muslim Africans hold on to their beliefs.  Under colonial law, slaves are considered to be property.  Even so, slaves in Latin America have certain rights.  They can marry and own property, unlike slaves in the English colonies.  They can also buy their freedom.

Questions: please answer the following questions in complete sentences. (478-481 in textbook for reference)
1. Why do you think societies develop a system of social class?

2. What is the Encomienda system? 
3. This system was very rigid and strict. What problems do you think this class system will pose for the Spanish Empire and society in the New World? (reference Maslow’s Hierarchy in your answer)
· Describe each Social Class in your own words.

· Come up with a symbol that represents the rights, responsibilities, and lives of each social class.

· Create another pyramid that helps describe how the social structure operated.
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