Renaissance/Medici Viewing Guide

1. What was the “treasure” that Europeans sought in the late Middle Ages?
2. What city was the place to be in 1400 AD?
3. What kind of government did Florence have at this time?
4. Who were the Medici and how did they plan to gain access to power?

5. The Medici didn’t rule directly like a king. How did they wield influence?

6. Once their “guy” was pope, how did the Medici become wealthy?
7. Why was the unfinished cathedral in Florence such a big deal?

8. What was the motivation of the Medicis in trying to complete the Cathedral? 
9. What is “patronage”?  How do you think it could lead to political influence and power?

10. To which civilization did Brunelleschi look to for inspiration and knowledge?

11. What advice did Giovanni de Medici give his son Cosimo before he died?

12. Why are the Albizzi afraid of the Medicis?
13. What happened to Florence after Cosimo de Medici went into exile?
14. How did Cosimo exercise power in Florence?

15. How does Medici bank make its money during this time?

16. What did role did art take on in Florence under the Medicis?

17. What artistic technique did Brunelleschi “reinvent” in 1434?

18. Why is “perspective” important?

19. What was the purpose of Council of Florence called by Cosimo di Medici?

