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[image: ] [image: ] STATION FIVE:  MARY WOLLSTONECRAFT
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“The absurd duty, too often inculcated, of obeying a parent only on account of his being a parent, shackles the mind, and prepares it for a slavish submission to any power but reason.”
“The whole system of British politics, if system it may courteously be called, consisting in multiplying dependents and contriving taxes which grind the poor to pamper the rich…”
“The great misfortune is this, that they both acquire manners before morals, and a knowledge of life before they have from reflection, any acquaintance with the grand ideal outline of human nature.  The consequence in natural; satisfied with common nature, they become a prey to prejudices, and taking all their opinions on credit, they blindly submit to authority.”
STATION SIX:  VOLTAIRE
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It is dangerous to be right when the government is wrong.
Men are equal; it is not birth but virtue that makes the difference.
It is forbidden to kill; therefore all murderers are punished unless they kill in large numbers and to the sound of trumpets.
Prejudice is opinion without judgment.
I disapprove of what you say, but I will defend to the death your right to say it.



STATION SEVEN:  ADAM SMITH
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It is not from the benevolence of the butcher, the brewer, or the baker that we expect our dinner, but from their regard to their own interest.

Man is an animal that makes bargains: no other animal does this - no dog exchanges bones with another.

Science is the great antidote to the poison of enthusiasm and superstition.

It is the highest impertinence and presumption… in kings and ministers, to pretend to watch over the economy of private people, and to restrain their expense... They are themselves always, and without any exception, the greatest spendthrifts in the society. Let them look well after their own expense, and they may safely trust private people with theirs. If their own extravagance does not ruin the state, that of their subjects never will.
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STATION FOUR: MONTESQUIEU

“In order to have.
of another.”

berty,

necessary that government be set up 5o that one man need not be afraid

“Each man calls barbarism whatever is not his own practice; for indeed it seems we have no other test
of truth and reason than the example and pattern of the opinions and customs of the country we live
in”

“The tyranny [harsh rule] of a prince in an oligarchy [rule of a few] is not so dangerous to the pul
\welfare as the apathy [lack of interest] of a citizen in a democracy.”
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In every government there are three sorts of power; the legislative; the executive, in respeet to things
dependent on the law of nations; and the executive, in regard to things that depend on the civil law.

By virtue of the first [power], the prince or magistrate enacts temporary or perpetual laws, and
amends or abrogaies those that have been already enacted. By the second [power], he makes peace or
\war, sends or receives embassies; establishes the public security, and provides against invasions. By,
he third [power], he punishes criminals, or defermines the disputes that arise between indiyiduals.
The latter we shall call the judiciary power, and the other simply the excoutive power of the state.

‘he political liberty of the subject is a tranquillity of mind, arising from the opinion cach person has
of his safety, In order to have this liberty, it is requisite the government be 50 constituted as one man
niced not be affaid of another.

When the legislative and executive powers are united in the same person, or in the same body of
‘magiStrates, there can be 1o liberty; because apprehensions may arise, lest the same monarch or
senate should enact tyrannical aws, to execute them in a tyrannical manner,

Again, there is no liberty,if the power of judging be not separated from the legislative and executive
powers, Were it joined with the Iegislative, the life and liberty of the subject would be exposed to
arbitrary control, for the judge would then be.the legislator. Were it joinied to the executive power, the
judge might behave with all the violence of an oppressor.

There would be an end of every thing were the same man, or the same body, whether of the nobles or.
of the peoplel,] 1o exercise those three powers[:] that of enacting laws, that of executing the public
‘resoliitions, and that of judging the crimes or differences of individuals:
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Chapter 2 The Prevailing Opinion of a Sexual Character Discussed

‘The most perfect education, in my opinion, is .. to enable the individual to attain
such habits of virtuc as will render [herlindependent. In fact, it is a farce to call any
being virtuous whose [skills] do not result from the exercise of [her] own reason.

Chapter 12 On National Education
To render mankind more virtuous, and happier of course, both sexes must act
from the same principle;... women must be allowed to found their virtue on knowl-
edge, which is scarcely possible unless they be educated by the same pursuits as
men. For they are now made so inferior by ignorance and low desires, as not to

deserve to be ranked with them....

In short, ... reason and experience convince me that the only method of leading
‘women to fulfill their peculiar duties is to free them from all restraint by allowing
them to participate in the inherent rights of mankind. Make them free, and they will
quickly become wise and virtuous
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Take a view of the Royal Exchange (trading center) in London ... where the
representatives of all nations meet for the benefit of mankind. There the Jew,
the Mahometan (Muslim), and the Christian transact together as tho’ they all
professed the same religion.... There the Presbyterian confides in the Anabaptist
(Baptist), and the Churchman (Anglican) depends on the Quaker’s word....

If one religion only were allowed in England, the government would very
possibly become arbitrary; if there were but two, the people would cut one
another’s throats; but as there are such a multitude, they all live happy and in
peace.
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[Without government interference] the obvious and simple system of natural liberty
establishes itself of its own accord. Every man...is left perfectly free to pursue his own
interest in his own way.... The [ruler] is completely discharged from a duty [for which]
10 human wisdom or knowledge could ever be sufficient — the duty of superintending
[guiding] the industry of private people, and of directing it towards ... the interest of
the society....

As every individual, therefore, endeavours as much as he can both to employ his
capital [money] in the support of ... industry, and so to direct that industry that its
produce may be of the greatest value; every individual necessarily [contributes to] the
annual revenue of the society as great as he can. He ... neither intends to promote the
public interest, nor knows how much he is promoting it.... (H)e intends only his own
gain, and he is in this ... led by an invisible hand to promote an end which was no part
of his intention. .. By pursuing his own interest he frequently promotes that of the
society more [effectively] than when he really intends to promote it.





image1.png
STATION ONI

: JOHN LOCKE

“People have a natural right to life, liberty, and property. Rulers have a responsibility to protect those

rights. People have the right to change a government that fails to do so.”

“Men being..by nature all free, equal, and independent, no one can be put out of this estate and be
subjected to the political power of another without his own consent.”

“The natural iberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth, and not to be under the will
or legislative authority of man, but to have only the law of nature for his rule.”
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Second Treatise of Guvernlnent 60

‘Wherever, therefore, any numbe of men s0 unie o one society as o quit every one his exccutive

vhich by some 1

,is indoed inconsistent with
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STATION TWO: JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU

“Civilized man is born, lives, and dies in slavery; at his birth he is confined in swaddling clothes; at death
his nafled in a coffin. So long as he retains the human form he is fettered by our tions.”

“People are basically good but become corrupted by society. In an ideal society, people would make
the laws and would obey them willingly.”

“Only the general will can direct the energies of the state in a manner appropriate to the end for which
it was founded...the common good.”
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‘The passagé from the State 0T Hature o e Civil SEate Hroduces dVery FmarkabIe change in
man, by substituting justice for instinct in his conduct, and giving his actions the moralty they’
had formerly. lacked, Then only, when the voice of duty takes the place of physical impulses
and right of appelite, docs man, who so far had considered only himself, find that he is forced to
act on different principles, and to consult his reason before listening to his inclinations,
‘Although, in this state, he deprives himself of some advantages which ke got from mature, he
gains in refurn others so great, his faculties are so stimulated and developed, his ideas so
extended, his feclings so ennobled, and his whole soul o uplificd, that, did nof the abuses of
this new condition often degrade him beloy that which he lefl, he would be bound to bless:
continually the happy moment which took him from it for ever, and, instead of'a stupid and.
unimaginative animal, made him an intelligent being and a man.... .

We might, over and above all this, add. to what man acquires i the civil state, moral liberty,
which alone makes him truly master of himself, fr the mere impulse of appefitei slavery,
While obedience 10 alaw which we prescribe (0 ourselyes s iberty .. T

Laws are, properly speaking, only the conditions of civil assocfation. The people, being subjeot
to/the laws, should be the authors of them. The rules of society should be set solely by its
members. But how will they be determined? Will it be by a common agreementor by a sudden
inspiration? kas the body politic an organ for expressing its will? Who will give it the foresight
neeessary 0 frame ity acts and publish them in advance? Or how shall it declare themiinthe.
hour of need? How would a blind multitude, which often does ot know what itwanis (because
it rarely knows what s good for i) carry outallby itself an enterprise as great and as difficultas |
a system of legislation? Left o iself; the people always desires what is good, but it does ot
always understand what that means. The general will is always right. but the judgment which -
guides it'is not always enlightened. d
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STATION THREE: THOMAS HOBBES

“People are driven by selfishness and greed. To avoid chaos, they give up their freedom to a
government that will ensure order. Such a government must be strong and able to suppress rebellion.”

“The condition of man [in the state of nature]...is a condition of war of everyone against everyone.”

“No arts; no letters’ no society’ and which is worst of all, continual fear, and danger of violent death’ and
the life of man, solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short.”
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Leviathan (1651) \
-if any two men desire the same thing, which nevertheless they cannot both enjoy, they become
enemies... Hereby it is manifest that during the time men live without a common power o keep
them all in awe, they are in that condition which is called wars and such a wan s is of every man
against every man. :

It followeth that in such a condition every man has a right to every thing, even to one another's
body. And therefore, as long as this natural right of every man (o every thing endureth, fhere can
be 1o security (o any man, How strong or wise soever he be, of living out the time which nature,
ordinarily alloweth men to live. And consequently it is a precept, or general rule of reason: thit
every man ought to endeavour peace, as far as he has hope of obfaining ifs and when he cannot
obtain it that fie may seek and use all helps and advantages of war. . i <

From this fundamental law of nature, by which men are commanded to endeayour peace, is
derived this second law: that a man be willing...to Tay dowx his right to all things; and be
contented with so much liberty against other men as he would allow othet men against himself,
For as long as every man Holdeth this right, of doing anything he liketh; So long are all men nthe
condition of iar: But if other men willnot lay down their right, as well as b, then there isno -
reason for anyone 1o divest himselfof his: for that were to expose himselfto prey, whichno man
is boundito, rather than (o dispose himself to peace. This is that law of the gospel: Whatsoever'!"
you require that others should do to you, that do ye to them. = REAL





