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Zheng He set up an engraved stone tablet [sting th dates, laces, and
achievements of his voyages.The tablt poudy prociimed tha the Ming
had unfe the *seas and continents" even more than the Han and Tang
had done. What was th reevance of Zheng He's verseas expeditions?

46 The countries beyond the horizon and from the ends of the earth have all

become sbjcts. ... hve ravesed immense vsterspaces and e
beheldnthe cean huge waves ke muntains rising sy ig,and e
e et yes an barran regins fr sy .. whie ur sais oy
unfured e oudsday and ght cotinue thei course tversing
those savage waves s i we wete eading o a pblc thoroughare?
—Zheng e, auoed in The e Dats ot Chiese Narme
Expecinons n th aryitenthCentay Do)

n Ends In 1435, the year Zheng He died, the Ming emperor
) Spioraion b e Lo e 0 g e
T 5o masts were orbidden. Zhong He’s hugeship were refired and

otied ey

Wh did China, with s advanced naal echnoloy, trn t back on
oversoas exploration? Hisorians are nat sure. Som peculte that he
fects mer cosly and did ot preduce pros. A, Gonfucion scholrs i
court had il inerest In overacas venturcs and commeree To them,
Chino ciliztion wasthe st succoafl i the world They wanted t
preserve s anciont aditons whichthey sa as the Soarce o tabiliy
In fact, such rigid loyalty to tradition would eventually weaken China
and onc again oave s pry o foreg domination

Fowen than 60 yours ator China halted overseas expudiions, the
explrer Chrstophin Cotumbs would sl westfom Spaim i search of
ek rout 20 Asi Ad ou will e, Lhis voya made Spain & majr pover
i had  dramaic mpact o the enive workd. W con only wendor how
h cours o hvtory mght have changed i th Ghimese had contmued
e oxlorations th had began umder she Ming

@ Checkpoint What occurred in 1435 that changed China's
relationship with the rest of the world?
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Assessment e Code o 231

i Terms, People, and Places. ‘Comprehension and Critical Thinking @ Writing About History

1. fo each tem, person, o plce stedat. 3. Synthesize Information Howidthe  Quick Write:Provide Elaboration To
the beianing ofthe section,wite o Mongolconquestspromate tradeand  lisrteeachcause and efectof your
sntence explaining s signifcnce. cutural exchanges? essay youshoud have suportingdetis,

4. Recognize Causeand ffct Descibe  fact, and examples Ls 3 many Speic
NeteTaking one fectof eah ofthe ollowingon  detals 25 youcan sboutthe Mongol -
2. Reading Skill:Recognize Sequence Chin: o) the Mangolnvasion () the  son of Chin.Then e paraaph sing
Useyour complted timeline toanswer expulion o the Mongls () th se.th detal you e o explan the efecs
the Focts Queston:What e the of the ingcjnasy of theinvason
effcts ofthe Mongol inasion and the 5. Draw Conclusions How i the Ming
£ s ofthe ing dynasty on China? emperrs o restore Chiese cuure?
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Objectives @)

 Summarize how Mongolaries bilt an empre.

« Descrbe China under Mongol ule.

 Understand how the Mingrestred Chinese rle.

 Explain why the Ming exploed the high seasfor
onlya brief perio.

Terms, People, and Places

seppe Maro lo
Genglis Khan Ming asty
bl Khan Theng He
Yuan dynasty

Note Taking

Reading Skill Recognize Sequence Create 3
timeline ik the one below torecord important
events asyou red this section.

Mongots dhance
e china.

cum 1w e s

Mongolian archer
on horseback

Mangol wanor's boots

MITNESS WISTORY o e

Warriors on Horseback
The Mongols were tough warriors
who v in the sadde and were
considere the mast sklle rcersin
the world The Halin traveler Marco Poo described
Mongol bart tactcs:

66 They keep hovering about th encmy, discharing
theirartows first from one side and then from the
othe.... Their horses ae so el bokenvinto
quick changes of movement, that pon the signal
given, they instantlytum n any directin, and by
these rapid maneuvers many victories have
been obtained.?”

—Marco Poo, 4 Descripion of the World

Focus Question What were th efects o the Mongol
invasion and th s of the Ming dynasty on China?

The Mongol and Ming Empires

‘About 1200, the Mongols burst out of Central Asia to conquer an
empire stretching across Asia and Europe. In the process, they
overran Song China and imposed Mongol rule on its people.

Mongol Armies Build an Empire

‘The Mongols were  nomadic people who grazed their horses and
sheep on the steppes, or vast, treeless plains, of Central Asia
Rival Mongol clans spent much of their time warring with one
another. In the early 1200s, however,  brilliant Mongol chieftain
united these warring tribes. This chicftain took the name
Genghis Khan, meaning “Universal Ruler” Under his leader-
ship, Mongol forces conquered a vast empire that stretched from
the Pacifc Ocean to Eastern Burope.

Mongols Invade China Genghis Khan imposed strict military
discipline and demanded absolute loyalty. His highly trained,
mobile armies had some of the most skilled horsemen in the world
Genghis Khan had 2 reputation for fercencss. He could order the
massacre of an entire city Yet he also could be generous, reward-
ing the bravery of a single fighter.

Mongol armies conquered the Asian steppe lands with some
case, but as they turned on China, they encountered the problem
of attacking walled cities. Chinese and Tarkish military experts
£ taught them to use cannons and other new weapons. The Mongols
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and Chinese launched missiles against each other from metal tubes filled
with gunpowder. This use of cannons in warfare would soon spread west-
ward to Europe.

Genghis Khan did not live to complete the conquest of China. His
heirs, however, continued to expand the Mongol empire. For the next 150
years, they dominated much of Asia. Their furious assaults toppled
empires and spread destruction from southern Russia through Muslim
lands in Southwest Asia to China. Protected by steep mountain ranges,
India avoided invasion, but the Mongols arrived in China, devastated the
flourishing province of Sichuan (see chwahn), and annihilated its great
capital city of Chengdu.

Rulers Establish Order and Peace Once conquest was completed,
the Mongols were not oppressive rulers. Often, they allowed conquered
people to live much as they had before—as long as they regularly paid
tribute to the Mongols.

Genghis Khan had set an example for his successors by ruling con-
quered lands with toleration and justice. Although the Mongol warrior
had no use for city life, he respected scholars, artists, and artisans. He
listened to the ideas of Confucians, Buddhists, Christians, Muslims,
Jews, and Zoroastrians.

In'the 12005 and 1300s, the sons and grandsons of Genghis Khan
established peace and order within their domains. Today, many histori-
ans refer to this period of order as the Pax Mongolica, or Mongol Peace.

Political stability set the stage for economic growth. Under the protec-
tion of the Mongols, who now controlled the great Silk Road, trade flour-
ished across Eurasia. According to a contemporary, Mongol rule meant
that people “enjoyed such a peace that a man might have journeyed from.
the land of sunrise to the land of sunset with a golden platter upon his
head without suffering the least violence from anyone.”

Cultural exchanges increased as faods, tools, inventions, and ideas
spread along the protected trade routes. From China,
the use of gunpowder moved westward into Europe.
Techniques of papermaking also reached parts of
Europe, and crops and trees from the Middle East were
carvied into East Asia.

Vocabulary Builder
dominated—DAIRN th naytid): uled.
or controlled with power

Genghis Khan
& Checkpoint._How did the Mongol Empire change Originel caled Temijin,
once conquest was over? Genghis Khan (c. 1162-
1227) was renowned for
. being uthless etemined,
China Under Mongol Rule d coungeon When
oL jenghis n had subdued northern China, femdjin was nine years okl, a
Although Genghis Khan had subdued northern Chins, il Mongol dln poisoned his
the Mongols needed nearly 70 more sears to conquer the RSl
south. Genghis Khan's grandson, Kublai Khan (<00 e BT i et e e T
bly KaRN), finally toppled the last Song emperor in the humilation of being locked in 2 wooden collar
1279, From his capital at Khanbalig, present.day and paraded before is nemies.
Bjing, Kublai Khan ruld ll o China as wll az Korea When he egane s freedon, Temiin venderd
and Tibet. among dfing dens. He took revenge on the clon
that had. improned him ond in tine, became
An All-Mongol Government Kublai Khan tried to supreme ruler of all the Mongols. Once despised,
prevent the Mongols from being sbsorbed into Chinese Genghs K wouk be admied ad fered crss

civilization s other conguerors of China had been. He two contients. How might Temijins experiences
decreed that only Mongols could serve in the military. have motivated him to unite the Mongol clans?

He also reserved the highest government jobs for
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Travelet’s Tales

Marco Polo

Marco Polo (1254-1824) was & traveler and adventurer from Venice, In
1295, he returned home alter a sojourn of 25 years in Asia where b had
served the Chinese emperor Kublai Khan for 17 years. In 1298, Marco
Polo was imprisoned during a war with the city-state of Genoa. It was at
this time that he dictated his tales o a ellow prisaner, and they wera
subsequently published as The Travels of Marco Palo. This excerpt
(facing page) s from Marco Polo' description of Kublai Khan's palace.

¥ Marco Plo at the
‘Court of ublai Khan, 1375

Mongols or for other non-Chinese oficials whom he employed. Still,
) ecause there wee toofew Mongols tocontrol 5o vast an empiv, Kublai
allowed Chinese officials to continue to rule in the provinces.
Under Mongol rule, an uneasy mix of Chinese and foreign customs
developed. Kublai adopted a Chinese name for his dynasty, the Yuan
(y00 AIN), and turned Khanbalig into a Chinese walled city. At the same.
time, he had Arab architects design his palace, and many rooms refected
Mongol steppe dwellings. Kublai rebuilt and extended the Grand Canal
to his new capital, which made the shipment of rice and other goods eas-
ier. He also welcomed many foreigners to his court, including the African
Musliam world traveler Ibn Battuta.

Marco Polo Writes About China The Italian merchant Marco Polo
was one of many visitors to China during the Yuan dynasty. Although
there is some debate an whether Marco Polo reached China, most histri-
ans acknowledge that he did indeed reach Cathay (northern China). In
1271, Polo left Venice with his father and uncle. He crossed Persia and
Central Asia to reach China. He then spent 17 years in Kublais service.
Finally, he returned to Venice by sea, visiting Southeast Asia and India,
along the way.

In his writings, Marco Polo left a vivid account of the wealth and
splendor of China. He described the royal palace of Kublai Khan (see
Traveler's Tale) and also deseribed China’s efficient royal mail system,
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with couriers riding swift ponies along the empire’s well-kept roads. Fur.
thermore, he reported that the city of Hangzhou was 10 or 12 times the
size of Venice, one of laly's richest city-states. In the nest centuries,
Polo's reports sparked European interest in the riches of Asia

Mongols Continue Outside Contact As long as the Mongol empire
prospered, contacts between Europe and Asia continued. The Mongols
tolerated a variety of beliefs. The pope sent Christian priests to Beijing,
while Muslims set up their own communities in China. Meanwhile, some.
Chinese products moved toward Europe. They included gunpowder, por-
celain, and playing cards.

@& Checkpoint How did Kublai Khan organize Mongol rule in China?

The Ming Restore Chinese Rule

The Yuan dynasty declined after the death of Kublai Khan, which
occurred in 1204, Most Chinese despised the forcign Mongol rulers, Con-
fucian scholars rereated into their own world, seeing little to gain from
the barbarians. Heavy tases, corruption, and natural disasters led to fre-
quent uprisings. Finally, Zhu Yuanzhang (dz00 Y00 AHND 2ahng), a peas-
ant leader, forged a rebel army that toppled the Mongols and pushed
them back beyond the Great Wall. n 1365, he founded a new Chinese
dynasty, which he called the Ming, meaning brilliant,

<« Kbl Khan () greeted
the Polos—Marc, along
with is faher and his
‘unde—graciously on
ther anival to the
Mongolcourt The
splendorsof Kublar's
court (o lef) and
empire generated
interest among European
explorers who would
travel to Ching, Japan, and
the East Indies o experince
the rches Marco Polo described.

Thinking Critically

1. Analyze Credibility Some histrians
hink hat Marco Poo took pars of is
materil fom existig Chines sources.
Do you think the excerpt here was
based on Morco ol’s o expeiences
or on asecondary souce? Explainyour

. Synthesize Information Why do you
ik Kbl Khan tumed Khanbalig nto
avalled i
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The Mongol Empire

WMap kils Atits height, the Mongol 1. Locate (2} Beijing (o) Verice 3. Make Comparisons What countries

empire was the largestinthe world upto(c)Hangzhou viould Marco Plo pass through if he
thatime. 2. Region Describe what happened tothe  mad his journey today?

Mangol empie between 1227 and 1294,

S ool o Congs ks,
0 argel e s et e, 1204
3 omdny of Yo sy of Kl Khan

Indian Ocean

<« Anillstation from a fourteenth-century
story called Tho History of e Mongos.
Mangol troops made a bricge out o boats
in oder o stor acrss the Chang River
and capture a city ontraled by th Song

< Mongol horsemen were
known or being fast and
furiou. They wee adile
and used such equipment
25 these stimups, which
alowed them o tum in a
wide range o drections
il fightng on horseback.
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Early Ming rulers sought to reassert Chinese greatness after years of
foreign rule. They initially moved the capital to Nanjing, which they felt
possessed more characteristics of the Chinese, but eventually moved it
back to present-day Beijing. The Ming restored the civil service system,
and Confucian learning again became the road to success. The civil ser-
vice exams became more rigorous than ever. A board of censors watched
over the bureaucracy, rooting out corruption and disloyalty.

The Economy Grows Economically, Ming China was immensely pro-
ductive. The fertil, wellirrigated plains of castern China supported a
population of more than 100 million. Tn the Chang River valley, peasants
produced huge rice crops. Better methods of fertilzing helped to improve
farming Reshaping the landscape helped & well. Some farmers cut hor-
izontal steps called terraces into steep hillsides to gain soil in which to
row craps. In the 15005, new crops reached China from the Americas,
especially com and sweet potatoes.

Chinese cities, such as Nanjing; were home to many industries, includ-
ing porcelain, paper, and tools. The Ming repaired the extensive canal
system that linked various regions, made trade casier, and allowed cities
to grow. New technologies inereased output in manufacturing. Better
methods of printing, for example, led to the production of a iood of books

Culture Flourishes Ming China also saw a revival of arts and litera-
ture. Ming artists developed their own styles of landscape painting and
created brilliant blue and white porcelain. Ming vases were among the
‘most valuable and popular Chinese products exported to the West.

Confucian scholars continued to produce classical poetry. At the same
time, newr forms of popular literature to be enjoyed by the common people.
began to emerge. Ming writers composed novels, including The Water
Margin about an outlaw gang that tries to end injustice by corrupt offi-
cials. Ming writers also produced the world's first detective stories

@ Checkpoint How did Ming rulers restore a previous style of Chinese
government?

Chinese Fleets Sail the Seas

Farly Ming rulers proudly sent Chinese flects into distant waters to
show the glory of their government. The most extraordinary of these
overseas ventures were the voyages of the Chinese admiral and diplomat
Zheng He (jeng he).

Zheng He and His Fleets Starting in 1405, Zheng He commanded the
first of seven expeditions. He departed at the head of a fleet of 62 huge
ships and aver 200 smaller ones, carrying a crew: of about 26,000 sailors
The largest ships measured 400 feet long. The goal of each expedition
was to promote trade and collect tribute from lesser powers across the
western seas.

Betoveen 1405 and 1433, Zheng He explored the coasts of Southeast Asia
and Tndia and the entrances to the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf. He also
visited many ports in East Afrca. In the wake of these expeditions, Chinese
‘merchants settled in Southeast Asia and India and became a permanent
presence in their trading centers. Exotic animals, such as giraffes, were
imported from foreign lands as well. The voyages also showed local rulers
the power and strength of the Chinese empire
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